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- art 3, chap, 2: #West London": Paragraph suggested for insertion

on Steinwav Hall, Lower Sevmour Strest (presumably in S. Thomas' Parish).

uring the greater part of the vear Steinway Hall is crowded on
l unday mornings by members of the Ethical Religilon Societv and others
wvho wish to he=sr the eloguent orationsz of Dr. Washington Sullivan. Mem-
bership of the Society is epen to all vesrly seat-holders, =nd these who

attend are meinly thoughtful members of the well-to—-dezx middle class,

. pregumably believers,with Fmerson, in the "new Clhurch founded on Moral

eience, the church of men to come'. Hyvmns and selos are sung, and sung
well, end readings are given from scme writer who has dealt with, and, it

may ba, is the subject ef the address that is te follow, but the greast

jas)

nd sufficient attraction is the address i1tself. The lecturer,formerly a

»r of the Roman Catholie fhurch, has gresat command of language and

remarkable power of stimilating exposition. "Religion is Morality,
recognized as a Divine command. Hq@?litv is the foundation" is the aue-
tation from Kant that is placed st the head of the sessional cards, and
it 142 in the spirit of this pronouneement that the teaching is given. The
subjects chogen cover a wide Tield, the great intellectual problems of
life and destiny, and the studvy of greatnx lives, grest poeme and the

great religious svatems of the world tsking their place bw the =zide of

others that are more purly ethical and practicsl in their beering.

Mem. Materi-1 added to the box: Sessionsl card; list of lectures pub-
lished; three lectures by Dr. Sullivan en "Retribution®, ¥Hell", and
nohrist and Cghrishna; a letter from the Hon. Treasurer of the Socety
and alse a leaflet, since sent me by a Member giving "Principlest

and "Aims®. .




Fart %, chsp. 2: "West Londen": Notes of a vigit to the christian
cpienee church, Brvanston Street, presuvmably in the parish of 3. Mary.
sunday merning, Dec. 29,01, and on Wednesday avening, Jan 1,02,

hiz church is the only one in Lendon, but it flourishes, and is .
ready too large for the building occupled. This building was Tormerly

the Svnagegue of the Spanish and Portugese Congregation, and helds perhaps
260 people in the ppinciral room. On the morning of my visit this room

was full, the genersl impression being given of a middle class congrega-
ineluding a considerable mumber of aquite well-to-do pecple. There

tion,

mev have been a few working-class folk, put there were no voor. 4 guiet

and devoticnal atmosphere made its#df felt; the great majority G.g the peo-
ple geemed to be connected with the church, and s feature that imvressed
me a good deal both on this wisit and on that paid on the Tellowing Wed-
nesday was the number of good and hapoy facesg around me. There was a
fair proeportion of men, perhaps 25 or Z0 per cent.

For instrumentation. thev had a piane, and the man sested at this
played a guiet voluntesry just befere proeceedings began.

There is no pulpit, but tworxxdezkz reading desks at either end of
a reised platform were evidently te be occcuvnied. Flowers and shrubs Tilled
the intervening speee, and at 11.30 a lady and gentleman walked in and
took their seats on the twoe chairs on the platform. The Eizxk latier was
I afterwards discovered the "First Reader» of the Cchurch and has been ap-

i eriginally

pointed from head-oquart- rs st Boston. He is a Cansdian, ﬁnwﬁpithnr 2 bhar-

rister or soliciter bv professicn. The lady is the "gecond reader", and

haz been aprointed by the congregation in Lenden. Beth are "hsalersv.Both

looked and behaved like aguiet

, thoughtful and svmpathetic psople. Thers

was noe girn of bounce, gush er noige, lHeither wag there are sign of origin=

ality, for the whole of the service is preamrikbei® arranged, and m=y be

&

degeribed therefore ag being perhaps the most liturgical in London. I%




%

opened with a hymn. A reading from the Bible followed, and then the Lord'e

Praver was given "with its gpiritual interpretation®. The Second Reader

isd clause by clause, the people jeining in, but the distinective feature

of* the proceedings was found in the interpolation, also clause by & clause
of the "gpititual interpréatien. Thie was read by the First Reader, pre-

¢t uninteresting paraphrat

=

sunably from Mrs. Bddy's writings, and formed a 1
largely metaphvsical in character, and, as far as it was ethical, whole-
some. Before the Lepd's Praver, there was an interval for silent praver.
jnother hymn and then, I think, came the Lesson which consisted ocomesbadass
of six separate selections from the Bible, a few verses taken here and
there Torming each selection and all being read by the Second Reader. Each

was followed bv gelections Trom "Science and Health with Key to the Serip-

=

-

tures", read by the First Redder. This beok 1s, of course, the great work

of the Foundress, and is a vade mecum of the Scientists. I could not maks
e ———

much eut of the selections read. A collection came in somewhere, and a
hymn concluded the preceedings. At six o'clock on the same dav, exactly

the same order ef service was toc be reppsted, and st all the churches of

the sect throuphout christian “ciencedom the same proceedings are followed.

I went on the following Wednesdav evening, and was told that it would
be well to come early, in order to secure a seat. It was the first day of
the New Year, and doubtless manv had sccial engagements, but, although

noet cruwded:thﬂ hall was again full.(The Priday evening meetings have had

to be stmpted, because of the crush on Wednesdsvs ). The First Redder offic-

iated alene, and orened wikhkxaxhumm by giving out a hymn. A reading fol-
lowed, and then there was a five minutes' address, to wish us all a happy
new year, and to explain the objesct eof these mEmixxx meetings, which was

to spread the knewledge ef rhristian Science z2nd to give opportunities

@

for testimony. It was claimed that ¢hristian Science was able to secur

not enly hsppiness ——- a present heaven, but healing, and after a very




rew words the speaker gave way, apparently to sny one who might like to

rollow.In order te test the sponisneily of the testimonies it would be

necegssry to attend several times, tut the impression certainly given is
that thosze who speak genvinelv wish the community to know what a goed
thing they or their friends have found ghristian Seience to be. The Tirst
to Tise wes a man of about thirty who spoke @f the experiences in a Scotech
villages to which christian Seience had been introduced about 18 months

aro: his most svecific instance was that af a drunkard t¢ whom he had

|
spoken and lent ix literature; who had reformed and whom he regarded asa

striking case of "impersonal healing". An elderly lady followed telling
of the cure of her husband, an old gentleman whe was pres: nt and whose
1ife had been given up by the prefessicn. A pleasant-faced lady of perhaps
z0 years of age, spoke of her own experiences, telling of the haipinese 1t
had brought her and of the light it had thrown on the Bible, which before
=he Kknew christisn Secience she had found so difficult and se full of incon-
zistencies that she had given up reading it. New, again, there is no book
she reads so mich or with such delight and refreshment. (She mentioned

this "because =cme neonle thourht that christian Scientists g=ve up the
Bibler. ) Not enly had happiness come te her but greaster strength:"I may

nen tion" she said "that my ancle whiech had been wesak nearly all my life
and whieh I had been told would always reguire a bandsge, is now dguite
atrong and does net have to be bandsgzed at allr. A man whom I think was
probably one of the *"heslers" spoke of the cure of a child whose eves

were terribly affiicted with ulcers ete. and had been pronounced incurable
He mentioned that part of the trestment had been "impersonal®, but with

him as with them 21l when axaxprazxionXXXAYE Such exyressions as "gave
him trertﬁcnt" were used it wes impossible te Know whether some psychie
process ——— praver, the outpouring eof virtuve —--- was meant simply, ob

this with a physical accompaniment, such as handling. In no case, I preswug




are "remedies" in the erdinary sense of the word administered. There
were two others who bore testimony, one a lady, voungish, who described
her treatment of her sister, Eukxxhoxwax apparentlvy a nervous subject
and whose case had therefore no special sighificance, and then sat down,
to rise again the next moment because she had remembered the following
incident: "I should like" she seid "to mention that a few days ago, I was
maXing the tea with the rest of my fomilv round me, when my foot slipped
while I was helding the kettle, and the water came over mr arm. I gave it
treatment at ence, and three minutes afterwards there vas no girn of red-
ness and there was no pain. In fact the water felt auite cold". She
mentioned the fact that only one ether member of the familvy circle so far
has adopted Christisn Science, but that all were greatly impressed by what
happened, and she clearly had hopes that all would become Scientists. In
som= respects this little spontaneous recitzl was the most interesting
testimony of all. The queer 1little remark "In fact the water seemed qpitu
celd" ef course suggests the refTexion that it perhaps was not really

very hot, but as to the genuineness of the belief that cwing to the
"treatmentr whatever that may have been,the ordinary sequence of physical
cause and effect had been broken there cezn be no manner of daxkkY doubt.
The remaining spesker, who had smendwiched himeself in between some ef the
others, had an equally firm belief in the bewer of Christian Science, but
his testimony, and his alone, moved to laughter, for he rosze to tell us
how he had been distmrbed in the early hours of the momning by viglent
Ppains in the stomaczh, and hew for tvo hours he had "struggled with mortal
mind® in warding off a zharp diarrtoestic atta~k; how he had been tempted
by deubtinca as to the efficacy of his Taith: wgend for the doctorm gaid
the tewpting voice, or "Why net try a 1ittle brandv®. But ne; he stood
firm, and gt a quarter past eipht took his =zcoustomed rlace at the break-

fast table, no ene knowing of the two hours of wrestling through which he




hed gone.
.
Perhape it is misleading to have anded this account by describing
an incident that partakes of the ludicrous, for the proceedings as & whole

L~ el =

gave & very different impression. I detected no charlatanism, and agsin

the hapriness =nd goodness of many of the faces impressed me. When all

the testimonies were over, the Reader pointed no moral. Not a word. He
just rose a gave out a closing hynn, which we sgang, and then the people

scattered.
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