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John Stuart Mill once said that Isbour-saving
applianges have not lightened the toil of any
buman being, but have merely enabled a
greater number to lead lives of drudgery. He
might have gone further and said that some-
times  their introduction and use destroys the
| possibility of even a life of drudgery. Machinery

of his life in
oxercising his craft.  Such
all too commoen.
sophers of ladissez foire to say that the
labeur displaced by the invention and perfection
of machinery can and must geb itsslf em-
ployed in other avenues of usefulness. The fact
remaing that it does not always get 1tself 80 em-
pleyed, and that men who are superseded by
servants of iron and steel too often drift inte
extreme poverly because they cannet get enough
of the commenest drudgery todo. I have come
across several cases where men have attributed
their worklessness and their distress to labour-
saving applisnces—to the use of maehinery,
which, while it has benefited the community a
| large, has practically ruined them. It will be
i useful to look at the questionfrom the standpein’
of one who has been deprived of his real mean
of earning his living and now finds that the
years he epent in mastering his oraft etand him
in little stead in the struggle for work., The
man whose experiences will serve this purpose
18 now & jobbing paper-hanger. He was out of
work ; he had esrned only 5s during the past
three weeks ; his assets were the very old clothes
in which bhe stood and s little furniture ; and
his liabilities were two weeks rent at Ja. 6d. a
week for one room in ~street, Islington,
and the daily feeding of himself and two
children. When he can get paper-hanging to
do either for builders or private householders he
can earn 84d. per hour, but his story was she old
ong, that try how he might there were no jobs to
be had just now ; nor was there any prospect of
| permanent employment during the winter,

cadns ara

I asked.

have areputation for being a goed workman at
that, paper-hanging is not my real trade—or
rather it is only a part of it. I ama paper-
atainer and marbler.”

Were you apprenticed to that?—Yes, to my
father, who was in business as a paper-stainer.
I served my seven years with him.

Is it an easy trade to learn? — By
no means. Unless & boy goes into it when he
is 13 or 14 he won't master 1t. It is little use a
RTOWn man trying to learn paper-sisining and
marbling.

' Then you would claim that it is a highly
skilled calling *—Without question it is.

I asked bin to describe to me the modus
{ eperandi of paper-stsining by hand labour, and
|¢-nllmg into being an imaginary bench, with

rolls of paper, colours, sizings, and the like, he

may taks a trade out of & man’s hands and leave |
bim stranded after he has spent the best years |
acquiring bis skill and

It is easy for the philo- |

How long have you werked at paper-hanging ? |

*ThoughI do paper-hanging,” he said, ‘“*and |

went through the process, The description
would be umintelligible to the genoral reader,

of the materials, and the manipulation of the
colours and the tools with which the graining of
“marbled ” paper was dene, Itwas obvieusly a
trade calling for high manual dexterity, and
good sense of form and of culouration.

And what wages would you earn at thag
work? I asked.—Why, thres pounds s week, It
waa paid by the piece, and & man who worked
hard and wuas really skilful could make a guod
liviog at it.

And why did the trade fall off /—Simply be-
cause of the use of machinery. ben I was at
wWollt-a3-2aunpprondiceand yonng man. this eom.
petition was nov fels very much. I gonld got a
Job any minute I liked, and could lesve ona
shop to go to another where I eould make

{ another eight or ten shillings. Bug whereas [
ecould do &0 ** pieces ' a day working with threas

colours a machine will now do 1,500 peces,

How long did this period of full work and
good wages last after you had served your
appreaticeship *—Seven er eight years I should
aay.

And when did the great decline in hand-
staming of paper set in *—Eight or ten Years
ago. The hand worker has been superseded
by the printing-machine since then,

Is the machine-stained paper equal to that
stained by hand?—I think net.  Yeu can’s
“bind "' the colours so well by the machines, |
And the use of machinery in the trade haa lad
to the production of alot of slep werk which |
used to be unknown., Cheapness is all the rage |
in the trade, and the band Paper-stainer and
marbler is crowded out.

What would you earn at your trade now if |
you could get work *—On good work not more |
than 208 or 238. & weok ; en slop work not mors |
than 13a. Of course if & man can |
Ret work and likes to Lill himeslf by |
driving a3 hard as he can from eight imn the |
morning to eight or nine at night he may make |
& lttle more than at that slop work, Fut work
18 not to be had and when it is to be had the pay
1s 80 small. T'he hand paper-stainer, in fact, 1s
not wanted. Heis supplanted by the mnchinéry‘
¥ had to fall back on aper-hanging. Forty.
-5alg for a d Mantenght thasa Ju™uus, the
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but it was suficient to convince me that great |
technical skill was required in the preparaticn |
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John Stuart Mill once said that labour-saving
applisnpes have not lightened the toil of any
buman being, but bhave merely eonabled a
greater number to lead lives of drudgery. He
might have gone further and said that some-
times  their introduction and wse destroys the
| possibility of even a life of drudgery. Maochinery
may take a toade out of & man's bands and leave |
bum stranded after he has spent the best years |
of his life in sequiring bis skill and |
éxercising  hLis craft. Such cases  ars i
all too common. It is ensy for the philo- |
sophers of lzissez foire to say thas ?.hu |
| labour displaced by the invention and perfaction
of machinery can and must get itself em-
ployed in other avenues of usefulness.  The fact
| remaing that it dows not always get 1tself o em-
| ployed, and that men who are .uuwr:.ud.'d. by
servants of iron and steel too often drift intc
sxtreme poverty because theycannet get enough
of the commonest drudgery todo. I have come

noross saversl cases whers men Lave attributed
| their worklessness and their distresa to labours
saving applisnces—to  the use of mashinery,
which, while it haa benefited the community at
| large, has practically ruined them. It will b
useful to look at the questionfrom thestand poin'
of one who has been doprived of his real mean
of earpiog his living and now finds that the
yoars he epent in mastering his ceaft stand him
in little stead in the ssruggle for work. The
man whoso exporionces will ssrva this purpose
18 now & jobbing paper-hanger. Hewas out of
work ; he had earned omly 5n during the past
three woeks ; hisassets were the very old clothes
in which he stood and a little furniture ; and
his liabilities were two woeks rent at 3s. 6d. a
wiek for one room in ———-street, Islington,
snd the daily feeding of himself and two
childrep. When he can get paper-hanging to
do either for builders or private householders he
can earn 84d. per hour, but his story was the old
one, that try how he might thers were no jobs to |
be bad just now ; nor was there any prospect of
| permanent employment during the winter,
How long have you worked at paper-hanging ?
I asked.

** Though I do paper-hanging,” he said, “*and |
| bawe & reputation for being a good workman at
that, paper-haoging is not my real trade—or
rather it is only a part of it. I ama paper-
stainer and marbler,”

Were you appronticed to that?—Yes, to my
fathor, who was in business as » paper-stainer,
I sarved my seven years with him,

Is it au_ easy trade te learn? — By
no means. LUnless & boy goes into it when he
[ is 13 or 14 he won't master 16, It is little use &
| grown man trying tolearn paper-staining and
marbling. ; ;

Then you would claim that it is & highly
skilled calling *—Without queation it is.

I asked him to describe to me the modus
operandi of paper-staining by hand labour, and
calling into being an imaginary beach, with
rolls of paper, eolours, sizings, and the like, he
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wont through the process The description |
would be umntelligibls to the goeneral render, |
but it was suflicient to convince me that great |
technical akill wae roquired in the preparation |
of the materials, and the manipulstion of the |
colours and the tools with which the graining of
“marbled ¥ paper was done, Itwaa obvieuslya |
trade calling for high manual dexterity, and
good sense of form and of culouration.

And what wages weuld you sarn at that
work? I askéed. —Why, thres pounds & woek, It
was paid by the piecd, and & man who worked
bard snd was really skilful could make & good

Vliviog at it.

And why did the teade fall off ¥=Simply be-
caues of the use of mackinery. When I was at
woilt a8 fa ] prenSicennd yanng man this gom-
petition was nov fels very muck, I sonid gEot &
Job any minnte I liked, and could leave ons
ehop to go to another whers I oould make

| another eight or ‘ten ahillings. But whereas L
could do & ** pieces ¥ a day working with thees
colours & machine will now do 1500 pleces,

How long did this period of full work and
good wages last after you had served your
appreaticeship —Seven er sight years I should
Bay.

And when did the great declins in hand-
ul:ainjq$ of paper st in'—Eight or ten yéars
ago. The hend worker has been su parseded
by the printing-machine since then.

4 the moachine-stsned paper equal to that
stained by hand*—I think net. Yeu ocan's
“bind " the colours so well by the machines, |
And the use of machinery in the trade has lod
to the production of a [ot of slep work which |
used to be unknown, Chespness ia all the rage
in the trade, and the band Paper-stainer and
marbler is crowded out, |

What would you earn at your trade mow if
you could get work *—0On good work mot mors |
than 20 or 23a. & weok ; on alop work not more
than  18s, OUf course 1f m man can |
et work and likes to  Lill himealf by |
driving as hard as he can from sight in the
morning to eight or nine at night he may maks |
& little moro than at that slop work, Bgt work
18 not to be had and when it is to be had the pay
18 80 amall, ‘Lha hand paper-stainor, in faot, 1
not wanted, He is supplanted by the machinery.

I had to {all back on aper-hanging.  Forgy.
nately for me T was t-u'.:ggh that a3 well as the
| other, for in my father's business wa used to
{ bang the paper as well as stain 1t This work
| bowaver, 18 veryirtogular. 1 have worked fop
the best building tirms in Lendon off snd on
and dene every private jeb I could lay hands n.n:
but lataly this work has been VEIY SCArce
How many months' wark would ¥ou gat on an
average '—I should say seven months in & year,
And there is nothing except the searcity of
work that provents you earning a living'at
paper-hanging '—Nothing ag all, Plenty of
peaple tell me they would give me work if they
bad 1. -1 am well koown  as & good workman
in'my line; they know thay I can do s job

thoroughly, but hers I am simp] unable
Fot work, My trade, which E:t-r took 1::
Seven yoars to loarn and in which for S9I0s Years
1 got a good 1i v:_ug.hudtmppanmd; and in thag
branch of it which is s’ ] lefg to mao there is nog
encugh work to kesp me Eoing. And thops Are
h?ng:ma of other paper-stainors ig the sama
Plght. :

_ Here then is & cass which illustrates how the
individual worker is industrially degraded by
the adaptation of machivery to his calling ; and
= liore the one thing thas is lets to him dows nok
yield a livelihood at pressnt. That the eemmu-
nity' . at large  has  besn benefited b
the use of the machinery—that it would ba
benefited, teo, if Bomeons were to invent a
machine  which  would hang  paper on
our walls a8 wall as atain god grain it—is pot

| open to doubt. But indicating this advantage does

not feed the laboursr that has been digpl

or balp him to dg Bomething which lul:l:.tiiI bo as
Profitable a3 the work thas has béeen lost. Tp
does not satisfy the man whe has ta Eiva ﬁ]m

o tho machine, i i
| dauls it the skill e so Luborsilt!

| 18 yYouih and exeroised

Loers papur-haugeri ing tod
But failing Poper-nanging he agks ffr 'Enrk ::Ji
sny sort which will ksep him from the !
:aw untal tradnirev.taa and the public can 4

2 ronew  the intyriors of khai

I that sn unressoaable request T e iy
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