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“THE VOLUNTARY" EARLY CLOSING ASSOCIATION,
64, CHEAPSIDE, E.C. (Over Bennett's Clock).

WHY SHOP ASSISTANTS SHOULD EIIHSHHIHE

BECAUSE UNITY I8 STRENGTH.

BECAUSE Shop Assistants reap the reward of its labour

BECAUSE the V.E.C.A. faithfully promotes -|.|:|l maintains Half-Holidays
and Early Closing.

BECAUSE the Board of Management is a thoroughly representative one,
Il || SR LBET: |. i .:II-I'I'\."\-:.J “r TAnLs.

HECAUSE --‘.:-:'} penny subseribed is economically spent to further the

Ovemao
BEGAUSE I. s Association was the salvation of tha VOLUNTARY
principle, which was pr ally ak ed in Cotober, 1800
BEGAUSE, directly or indirectly, thr the adv v of Voluntaryism,
thonsands of Shop Asgistants have had their hours reduced within the
it 44 Y AT
BEGAUSE o V. E. C. A. INITIATED the following Benefits for Shop
.ﬁ.bb;&l,"l.'l!l;i being Members :
4) Free Legal Advice from V. E. C. A. Honorary Bolicitors, Mesars
Bayle, Carter & Co., 85, Queen Victorin Street, E.C.
) Reduced Boat Fares.
i¢| Half-Day Trips to Sr:.mdt

41 Reduction of Fntrance to Basehall Park Rricton. from ONE
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II.—8HOFP ASSISTANTS.

The United Sh siatants’ Union {London) has bt
few women amon: mbars, and of these nons WErnD
desirons of giv : mee. The exact nomber of
men in this union conld not he as ed: o faras I
conld _'-E:l-:lll.'il' it l]::(':—' not excesd L:"'l-'|I nd the ;I'I'fll_lll-r':il:lll
of women to men was stated as being two per cent.
IJ']IL' ]l"ll{:‘ honrs [ &m viment, and residence on the

geg of their loyers, make agsociation for trade
oses difficnle even/when desired : am nget women
istants there is no sign of any desire for such

canges, long hourgs and the costom of
residence, explain the fact that bot faw ghop assistants
are to be found in any of the religions, social, or edoea.
i bs which are very numerons in
or  obtaining evidence
¢ been fow,
ng at 2 p.m. on Thure-
| he Early Closing
ghort hours in the West
girls' club to which thay
1g in & draper’s shop in East
ave their counter and to give
stion a8 to the conditions of employment in
a-]|:r::|-' wh :h:'}' hiad worked, the <'|r:|E|||.-_l.'|_-|‘
sllowing me to gee *h one alone in his office,

A vory wi i ated invitation to ghop assistants,
working over ¥4 hours, to meet me on a Sunday after-
ucon met with no response, notwithetanding the efforts
of the Farly Closing Association aud the Secretary of
the United Shop Assistants’ Tnion, A letter was,
however, received, in congequence of this advertige.
ment, from a former :-‘!mp assietant, now in Iraland,

rwards gave particnlors relating to 16 shops in

in which she had been employed during the

follawi her first ex ragement in December

cnlars have been tabulated, and their

gome extent bu tested by COmparing

of hours with the statement obtained in-

dependently throngh the Early Closing Assoeiation.

My own i irice with regard to the best and the worst

of t | given in this table, lead me to believe that
the evidence of this witness is trnstworthy,

fe.) Hiurs Of the two assistants working in the West End, one

tiwork and  was workin: 3 lours & week, receiving 21, o week

alaries, without board and lodring, and had in a E:-r.,-".‘j.nuﬂ.

sitnation in Oxford Street, worked 644 honura a weok,

receiving M. a yoar and board and lodging. The other

was working 804 hoors a week in o 8hop in Oxford

Street, receiving by galary and premiomas nearly, if not

quite, 60. & year in addition to board and lodging,

'his witness (No. 50) had formerly worked in ghops in

Eagt London ; in one shop in Hackney the honrs wers

from 8.70 to 10 on four days of ithe week, 8.30 to 11.20

he p asgiz-
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ﬂ?%HOE,&Hw UNION

SHOP bmﬂmﬁ%ﬂm WAREHOUSEMEN
AND CLERKS,

Head Office: 55, CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, W.C,

B A i »d.#._u.u. T

o

=

{.

&

Thi stablished at Jirmingham in March, 1891, and has now 34 branches in various
towns in

#

» retall and whole

he right of EVErY man and wo
; 1t extends a protecting har :_
1 ”__._..
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...._."._..u._... ITEn Ol .._r__. “__.. Our own rar .__.r.... L« eLl
us, and the r s that as yet little has been done. Let us now realise that if anything 1s to be dc

to be of any real advantage to shop- kers it must be done by ourselves—by organisatio:

We therefore app y alf those « :____ in whatever capes ....u.. in ":_.. F.,:: and .__....,;,.....
5 to jol e [ ] ther { z ( o1 satl :

Newcastle, ; : 3 1coln , Liver , aouthampton,
n (s) at South 'y, City of London, and Head Office.
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ler 50 years of ¢

18 years

Full Membears shall be ace ling to the f

CONTRIBUTION AND BENEFIT

ABLES—Men

and under 50 .

1y addition:

; JAS. E.PO_UImmmDE. (ren. Sec.

The BATTERSEA BRANCH meets at GODDARD'S REGISTRY OFFICE. 16, Queen's
Parade, Clapham Junction, S.W. (Ist Floor) to enrol Members, take Subscriptions, and

give any information that may be desired.
All Shop Assistants and Clerks, Male or Female, are heartily invited to attend these
Meetings.
N.B.—Branch meeting nights First and Third Monday in each meonth from 9 to 10.45 p.m.
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United S%‘i

T0 THE SHOP ASSISTANTS OF ALL TRADES

MALE AND FEMALE)
Ferrow Snor .'Jll.'c‘-':":".'."..'\'lﬁl
We, the exe f the above Union, appeal to all employés in shops
throughout the kin | in hands with us in 1mproving the conditions
under which we work, it being 1.|||I\ recognized that our grievances are such
as can only be remedied by combined effort on the part of the assistants
themselves, and call for immediate redress. We are of opinion that it cannot o & Hasistants’
be done more suece r.«t'r.'.'.j_f than by becoming members of this organization, i 1‘1nlanc:'-.:hh?£N li‘:;;l}':ﬁtur‘g:ﬂt:”

Unio FORM OF APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP.

Some of the primary objects of the Union are :— OBTBOTS
The Reduction of the Hours that we Work, which are intolerable, being Reduetion of Hours.

in some eages as much as 96 hours per week, the average being as high as 84. Abolition of Living-in System and Fines.
! To compel an Employer to give a True Reference

The maximum should be 60 hours, mneluding a fixed allowance for meal times. i ; .
- - . To Fix a Minimum Rate of Wages. and to take up all
The Abolition of the Living-in System, .,.,l ch is de g wding to & man in 80 ] Legal Cases in Defence of the Members.
far as it con I|-.].'|; ] kills his 1T|‘_|.=J|g:|| dence, and debars him J‘rum !Illl!'f]i].l'[lg hia 1 ENTRAMCE FEE, 1z. SUBSCRIPTION, 2d. per week.
duties as a citizen, To extend the powers of the Truck Acts to cover the £ Pnowm-_nir FUND.

case of the }-u widing-in of employés.
To compel an Employev to dive a True Reference, as the presont system

I"l“'"‘ AL 'r'JJ"“' 0 'll' y at the mercy of an employer, who can withold f e R SETh For further 5:-31|iu:|a1'~5 :1:-|:l15' to -

one to satisly his own persc i 1 feelings, th ereby df.lsll‘.l[ g an assistant of the id e 0 3 BRNOLD. Hor e o

right to follow his or ki r em ployment. 2. 4s. Bd. e Bd. 0 ( W.G A A'LCE hﬂﬂDﬁLL
To fix a Minimum Rate of Wages, as at present the pay is insufficient to YOUTHS AND FEMALES. v Mrs. GE.

keep a man in [hu position he is expected to hold, and being in many cases d. 12s. Os s & 00 AECHON;

l1|l|r~<[ to numerous deductions for arbitrary fines. : d. G 5. 6d. 8. Bd Head Office :—Club Buildings, Clerkenwell Road, E.C.
The Abclition of ELII Fines, and to take up all legal cases in defence of its

members.

The Union also provides henefits for Sick and Unemployed Members; the
benefits being strictly within the financial lia es of the Union,

The subscription for membership is 2d. per week for general trade purposes,
and for the Provident Fund, ~.~.h'|,h is optional, at the fellowing rates :—

¥

Firsat nond T S
Per Week. 4 “ ok i “ et 4 Woeks. At Death.

6d. 18s. 14s. 10s. £4 0
44, 12g, 9s, s, 3 0
2d. 6s. ds, 6d. ds. 6d. 2 0
VvOUTHS AND FEMALES.
44, 12s. 9s. 75, 3 0
2d. 6s. 4s. 6d, 3s, 6d, 2 0

ENTRANCE FEE, 1s.

For Forms of Entry and further particulars apply to the nearest Branch Secretary,
orto A G. ARNOLD, Hon. General Secretary U.5.A.U,,

TORBAITH, FRINTER, DETHNAL GREEN NGAD Club Buildings, Clerkenwell Hoad, E.C,
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