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Life among Factory Girls FATE m-h*ftu] (e is 8
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“THE WELCOME,” L T_' Lor
MILLWALL, E. e V1 A ki A

it fee, | ,. {1 vl-i.r!ft.{' Clrem - J {I\, LL.._...
Mrs. BROWN, 2, Amen Court, E. ;

Miss M. T. LANGLANDS, 14, Argyle . e g. i1 41:..» iy d- ‘}4 ?_rw]
square, W, C, /
|

( / L4 o e
Lady-in-Charge. Jed N kg (g Lh T ﬁr:l." ;{:_t |!'.4_.-,£_(
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7[5 it is nearly fourteen months since we i A .- '11,:._,* '“ , k‘ﬁlu«]‘ L.u]
started our Coffee Tavern for Factory _ ’ | !

Girls, we find that many kind subscribers ex- ! !

pect an account ;'-I'll*.-.- work : so we are sending

a short paper now instead of waiting till

Christmas for Lnl- yearly report.
The large number of girls who have come /) 5

in for dinner, and tea when working overtime, s A4 heac, N W_A ]""-w-,_

has far exceeded our expectations. For 1.|‘.t'n-|.-

1 J
&
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accommodatate, and now that we are oblized
to let the girls sit on the stairs and in the
passages, it has become a very serious ques
tion, What can we do? We have no other
room to spare, and yet it seems better to give
up anything rather than turn them into the
['-l_|'1|]t }‘r}q"'\.l as the one ]J].{il where the 4
are welcome. We have only lately been told
by the girls, that at 1 p.m. there is a general
rush for the Welcome, and some of []"lE late
comers, seeing no room, retire to the ]Iulﬂit'
houses for their dinners, after casting longing
and envious looks in here. However it h:'..‘w
just been given out that room will be found
somewhere, rather than have this happen
again. Some of our readers will perhaps
wonder how we managed this time last year.
Well, we had another house where two, if not
three ladies lived, but finding subscriptions
came in slowly, and the business account at
the bank was “nil,”’ we were obliged to give
up the house, and reduce the number of our
workers. Since then our regular staff has
consisted of only three resident ladies and
two servants; this has again been reduced to
two ladies.

We do most earnestly appeal for funds to
enable us to have a larger regalar staff, so that
we can accommodate the overflow inthe Club
Room orelsewhere. These girls are not like
men ; they must have someone always in the
room with them, and though theyv have im
proved in manners, dress, and cleanliness
since they first came, and those who sit in th
a"w P are very quiet, yet it must be reme
be ]l.'-J that the new ones have to be I'i‘-']”iih"ilx
as at first they make a greatnoise and some-
times are unruly. I expect some of our reader
will say, if such erowds come in it should he
self-supporting ;—everyone who has had no
practical experience in Coffee Tavern work
would say the same, but those who have tried
it know that it cannot be so while it is only for
girls. Boys are onlyallowed in at certain times
(more of that i'u-n-e;i'[v:' . As a rule we take
on an average 13d. per head, though some
only spend ]-rl ‘1'\ they bring their own food.
1L hre epence 1s considered the most that a
factory girl should spe nd on her dinner. In
fact this is the regulation money ziven by
mothers when they do not send a meal from
home. Then we give as much as we can for
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the monev. all is good, wholesome food, and
the ]'TUI‘:'L; are small, but w lth careful man-
acement, we believe, when we are busy, they
pay for the gas, a nd | part of L]h* C lI"":Illx 5 wages,
but not for the work and rent.

People who have had many years experi-
ence in the business tell us that even in this
L~rm*H place, if we could ’]TI{ nat 5.30 a.m. and
allow anvone to come in during the day (ex-
cept from 1 to 2 p.m.) it would be enfl irely
?if.‘[f—HLIE1]|l;?'f_i!'l:_:'. H'.;t itis quite ,|,'||fn*.w|h- eto
do this while the lady-in-charge is the head of
four different Clubs for girls, a Boys’ Football
Club, and Mothers’ Meetings, besides being
housekeeper, secretary and treasurer for the
Coffee Tavern.

We trust that after Christmas we shall be

able to get Church Workers to undertake the
hLl:-.'..‘u*.‘-.». whose evenings will not be entirely
engaged with ['?L;lw, and in the meantime we
must do the best we can to keep the Classes
and Coffi ‘ern open for our girls and boys.
Another reason w |"|\ it cannot 1n self- "\.lz]]]]l.'lt't
ing is that we not only had to learn our busi-
riess, but wi .1..-.r|. to teach our girls what to eat.
This year has tdught us much about the un-
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wholesome food of the poor, and, as a doctor
one day said, that instead of being surprised
that so many girls die in Consumption, he won
dered that so many escaped, as their food
(especially #hat-of those without mothers) is
most unwholesome.

When we first opened they bought chiefly
tinned salmon, rabbit, and corned beef, very
cheap cake and unwholesome pastry ; of this
latter they would buy large quantities, but we
have trained them by degrees to eat good
soup and stew thickened with pearl barley,
rice or haricot beans; tapioca, maccaroni,
baked and boiled rice, cornflour blancmanges
(of these last we make from 7o to oo per
week), and bread and syrup, inste 5'11 of the
cheap pastry, which we have entirely done
away with as we find thereis no demand for it.

Many sad cases have come before us of girls
having insufficient food. One who was thin

and always shabby would frequently ask for
a thick slice “’Cause I'm 'ungry.” We dis-
covered that she was nineteen years old, had
two children and her husband was out of work,
so she had to support four people with her
small wages. Another, all through the win-
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ter would bring her own bread, with a tiny
piece of butter, and would buy 1d. worth of
rabbit or corned beef, this, with a glass of
cold water, was her dinner,-—and yet these
rirls never beg. One day a lady w hn[u red
“ that girl has had nothing to eat.”” When
we enquired she :-.él.ll ‘Yes, thank you, [ had
some bread.” We were told of one, whom
we knew as having a bad home, walking
about the East Ferry Road all the dinner hour
with no food ; certainly she looked starved,
but unfortunately she was dismissed suddenly
and we lostsight of her. We frequently hear
of many who go to a stall and have a 4d. cup
of tea and $d. worth of bread,

How do they spend their money then?
Many only have 6/- or 7/- a week, and the y
have an hour's walk here and back ev ery (].;1‘..
which must wear out their boots terrib ]},
and as they work from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. regu-
larly, and for weeks at a time they are obliged
to work till g or even 11 o'clock, they have no
time for needlework, so that they are obliged
to buy their clothing ready made.

People constantly say that it is impossible

for an employer to work his girls such long

2

hours, as it is not allowed. U nfortunately it
is, if they work on fruit or fish. We are told

the law is so uncertain. On page 181 of

“ The Law I‘i‘[él.tll]]_;-_"' to Factories and Work-
shops,” we find “ Nothing in the principal
"'Lrtm amended by this Act shall apply to
: process of cleaning and preparing fruit
on t}n arrival at a factory or workshop during
the months of June, July, Auu ust’ and
September. Again, section 100 of Act 1878,
(page 146 of same book): “ Nothing in this
Act shall extend to the process of gutting,
salting, and packing fish immediately upon its
arrival in the |ahm boats. Therefore an
-rn]ﬂu],n may keep g irls of any age up till 10,
11, orinfact any hour. We have heard of a
factory where th:r were worked until 5§ a.m.
on Sunday morning. Many girls {'samm-
only 14 years old) have to walk home late at
n|rrht and are sometimes stopped or chased
by foreigners off the ships. People think
that w Utkmw girls are so well looked after
now, but the re are sad exceptions, and the
sooner those working on fruit and fish are
under the Factory Act the better. A doctor
who attends many of them, said he wondered
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that any law allowed young persons to work
from & a.m. to 7 p.m. stan din g, with only one
hour for uinm: ““« What :1-- you 1‘|l"|:\ of
keeping them until 10 or 11 p.m.?” ‘The
answer was :—* Mo girl can stand it for long.”
Many Lnulu 1ighly good Christian pe uplr
tell us that the fish and fruit would spoil, and
the ewpwyers must be considered.  In short,
the er uplm ers’ pockets come before the lives
of our girls and the mothers of the next
generation. Women are plentiful, factory
oirls are rough and accustomed to it, and if
they don't like it why don’t they go to service !
and they need not work over unless J]f y like.
f‘wn they quiet their consciences and | let the
matter rest. It is quite true that fresh fish
and ripe fruit spoil quickly, but there are
~m]:]<:~,1 rs who manage without 1.m excessive
overtime ; year after year they have women
and girls m-h too ready and thankful to earn
a little extra money ; and when fish or fruit
are expected in, a crowd of these anxious,
hard-working people will be ready. Many
who could not go regularly all the year round
can manage to go in the h*m. time, and we
believe that some families have been kept
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from starvation through the
work as a casual hand in the fruit or fish sea-
son. One of our best employers once told us
that any master who could work his girls for
three weeks, night after night, stood in his own
lirht, as it was mema:-:‘u to get the right
amount of work out of ther i,

Tt]‘wn[d]h true that our '-1: 5 are accustomed
to hard work, they do not tronble the rate-
payers, they would rather die at their post
than receive parish relief.  Itis a remarkable
thing that in two workhouses, where the Wo-
men's Industrial Council sent to find out the
former trades of the inmates, there was only
one factory girl. Again, these are not the
girls who fill our refuges, penitentiaries, &c.
Many experienced workers would be surprised
how few factory girls are in these homes. We
are all so ready to conclude that service is and
must be the best, but alas, it is from these
classes that most of our rescue homes receive
their inmates ; so that we must be very careful
before even advising a girl to leave a factory
for service. Besides this how are lhl:}' to bhe
trained ? They are seldom fit for a gentleman’s
house at once, and to send them to small
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places first, is generally to make them thor-
oughly disgusted. Se ldom will any home oive
a '[L*.:u'[}l. .ctable factory girl free training with-
out 5f-, 7/- or §/- a week being paid for the
time she is there. Thereis no diffic ulty when
once the girl has fallen, then there are plenty
of homes open to receive her. No doubt the
Rescue Societies are doing excellent work,
but it does seem hard on girls who beg for the
same training and fora he l}uuu- hand to enable
them to fly from the temptations ar pund them,
that for this, someone must pay the money,
which they are seldom able to procure, and
u.hu h those who are fallen get free.

‘ They need not work unless they like !
If they stay away they are afr aid of being dis-
missed. We had a case one
lad had no money fm
girls tried to persuade him to come here and
ask for it on trust, but this he refused to do.
However, hunger must have -come his
patience, and he just looked in saying, ** Good-
night girls, I'm off home.’ Immedi
was a chorus of ©“Oh don’t, you'll g« t the sack,
you know you will. Miss - will trust YOu.
Oh do come in,” and two ran out and dragged
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him in by force. It is delightful to be able to
say that we seldom have to re mind anyone ol
their debts, which are generally promptly
paid.

What do they get for overtime 7 1}d., 14d,,
13d. or 2d. per hour, after 5 p.m. _but it must
be remembered that there are some on piece
work who earn very good money in the busy
time.

Itisare ul pleasure to do this work, as one
and all are grateful, and the only dr: awback is
that our [ lace is so very small that we cannot
take half of those we should like. The men
heve asked for one for themselves, as they ex-
press it :—* Miss —— has done what she can
to unite rich and poor, and to show us that
the latter can have their meals just 1‘-.((][11&)[[-
ably as the former (I fear the well-to-do wo uld
not call it comfort here), and we want her to
do for us what she has done for the girls.”
We are assured that many would come in in-
stead of going to the Public Houses. Then

our boys think it a terrible disappointment if

]ht\

e

we do not open on Saturdays for them.
come with long tales of woe if our doors
shut, police are after them, they are surc to get
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into mischief and be taken up, and they are
cold, tired and hungry. We now have them
in directly after football, and again from 7 to
g p.m., but alas, it is difficult to turn them out.
They are much easier to please than the girls,
and will always take whatever we have. After
tea, coffee, or cocoa, bread and butter, cake,
tc., they sit and have games. Some of these
lads have histories 1.1.r.|\]| make our hearts
ache for them. Three brothers, total ab-
stainers, had a very drunken mother; when
she died a lad of fourteen was left in
charge of the house, having to do all
the housework and cooking for his father
and three brothers; the father is often sober
for weeks, and will save up, then he begins
to drink, and all his savings are spent. The
boys always look thoroughly uncared for;
one says he hates to stay indoors, as every-
thing he does is wrong, his greatest pleasure
is to keep the Club Room door for us,
especially when there is music upstairs.
Another lad has an Atheist father, a man,
who, when his wife was alive, would thrash
her and turn her out all night. When this
place was first opened, the lady who was then

in charge found this poor woman early one
Sunday morning asking where she could get
a cup of coffee, h aving been out all night.
:‘*'.~|.= has since die Imi as, in the other case,
a young lad, sup[mmr to be in consumption,
and too ill to work in a factory or iron-yard,
is the housekeeper ar nl servant. [t was said
that the lad who comes here had never known
a happy hour in his life. One night when a
that it was only tr:n minutes to
nine, he said, ©“ Oh, then L ¢ an live for another
ten minutes.” We have anuther boy who
comes here for nearly all his food. He has a
very bad, drunken mother, who never gets
him a proper meal. A little while ago he
was out of work, and we began to think that
all he ]mrl was a ]mw of cake and a cup of
tea twice a day, which he bought here. A
lady gave us money to spend in food for him,
but the difficulty was how to give it without
offence. We had to send for him two ot
three times before he would come in, and
then he blushed like a girl when we asked
him to have a meat pudding ; but when once
his pride was forgotten, how he enjoyed his

boy was told
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dinner! and we wish his kind friend could
have seen his bright, happy face.

The newspapers have lately said much to
make out that our Island is the most dismal
spot in London, and the lives the factory zirls
lead, the most terrible, but I feel sure our
rirls and boys are as honest, hard working,
clean, and as mq }rrll as in any parish in East
London, and more grateful I think than
anywhere else; for instance, through the
kindness of the Rev. D. Cowan, we have
been able to start two new clubs in his parish,
one for older girls, which is so large, though
quite in its infancy, that we have to consider
seriously if we can take in any new members;
in fact, we have to admit girls over 16 into
the junior club, as there is not room in the
senior. The latter pay most willingly 1d. a
week, and were quite delighted with the idea
of paying something towards the gas, (we
have the room rent free). They ELny;LIIL.d us
that they did not mind how much they paid if
they only had their club, they looked forward
to it so much, but they did wish it could be
open twice a week.

Dear friends, will you help us with your

a L{T"‘ f/ thr,{

o me] r'm,-J

1‘3—
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money, old or new clothes, books, games,
Christmas cards, and old sweet boxes, to
brighten a few sad and dreary lives? God
has given to some the power and strength to
work, to others the pleasure of giving; many
can spare a little,—we do not mind hfm small
it is,—if every reader would send 1/-, how it
would help! We want anything and every-
thing, especially flannel. A doctor, talking
about consumption, said ‘they never hardly
wear flannel until it is too late.” Our rope
girls have a long walk soon after 6 a.m., and
are beginning to feel the cold very much.
We would be grateful even for pieces of
warm material. Then we want personal help.
Ladies who will undertake to come once a
week, either for the whole afterncon, or from
1to 2 pm. We also need people to under-
take to send magazines to one factory girl
once a month. The Sunbeam Society has
given endless pleasure here among the
children, and Mrs. Battiscombe, the Head,
knows and is willing that we should try and
do something the same for our older girls.
Her Society is for the younger ones. No
one can realise the pleasure of something
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when a
want flowers

coming by post, and the delight
friend writes to them. Then we
and berries,—oh, how y are left to die
that micht be brightening the homes of
East London.

Flease do not hesitate to send us anything,
we shall be especiallv glad of new clothing
suitable for prizes: the large number of
marks made by the wvarious members of
Classes rather frichtens OVEer a
certain number, get a prize, and they much
prefer under garments to any thing else.

I cannot conclude without one illustration
of what 3s. 3d. will do. Members of our
roughest class, and a few mothers were
invited for a cup of tea and a piece of cake.
These mothers enjoyed themselves so much
that one or two had tears running down their
faces. One by one, as they went out, they
thanked us, saying, we did not expect to
enjoy ourselves like this ; we seldom get any
pleasure, it has been such a change.’

Finnll}':--’l‘hn Annual Report will not
be printed till I'mum'. (when a full list
of Subscriptions and Expenditure will be pub-
lished) 1|1':+_=1r.l of December, as we shall be

many

us, as all

so very busy now until after Christmas. All
our friends will be glad to hear that we have
paid off the debt on the start, all but £15;
we have a few outstanding accounts, but £50
would leave us quite free from debt, and
what a relief it would be to be able to start
the New Year with no bills to pay. We are
deeply grateful to all those who have so
kindly hel ped us wit l money, clothes, maga-
zines, &c., and especially to ‘those lac 111_“2 who
have so unselfishly I.JI'['II. one day week after
week to help us in the dinner hour.
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LIST OF WANTS.

Money.

Personal help.

New and old Clothes for prizes and
(:hri‘-\[ﬂ] 15 sale,

Knives, Forks and "}F:{]ﬁnu

Toys.

Crackers.

New and old Christmas Cards.

Piano or Harmonium.

Things suitable for a Bran Pie.

Tea, Cakes, &c., for Christmas Teas.

Magazines.

All parcels and letters to be sent to

“ The Welcome,”

333, West Ferry Road,
Millwall, E.

LIST OF CLASSES, &c.

Girls’ Dinner Hour, 1 to 2 p.m. {ver}' day.
Saturdays, I to 2.30 p.m.
Tea (when working overtime) 6 p.m.

Mondays.

Millwall Mothers’ Meetine ... 2.30 p.m.
Little Girls ... o A Ty
St. John's Senior Girls’ Club ... 7.30 p.m.

Tuesdays and Fridays.

f'[“lal""'”’]" Senior Girls’ Club . 7 to g p.m.
Coffee Tavern open for Girls g to Q.30 p.m.

Wednesdays.

Charles Terrace Mothers’
Meeting 2.30 p.m.
St. John' H_ILMh-:_‘J! Girls’Club 6. 30to0 8.30 p.m.

Thursdays.
Millwall Junior Girls’ Club 6.30 p.m.
Millwall Rangers’ Football Club 8. 5 p.m.
Saturdays.

Coffee Tavern open | I p.m. to 9 p.m.
For young lads and boys only 5 p.m.
.. . Club 7 p.m. to g p.m. 3
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THE ENGINEERS STRIKE.

What is it doing for our girls and women ?

Making them work harder than ever:
while the men are out for 8 hours a day, they
work 10, and often 11, 12, and 13 hours.
Their labour becomes cheaper, and their
masters more independent. If the girls
complain, or ask for hicher wages, there are
plenty out side waiting, and anxious to be
taken on for what th--r' can get.

We must live! is often a remark we hear,
and in the very fight for bread many are
preparing for themselves an early grave.

We have  heen told on :_‘-'-In:, £1'.'.1l'|01'i5.:~'. that
often the girls™ w ork is better than the men’s;
for instance, the iuiw in a tin, cannot be made
as neatly by men's h: ands as by women's, yet
the latter are 'iu;ull half, or often even one
third of what the men would get. lLast
Winter a man was paid off in one of the
factories. and a girl put in his place. She
received 5d. I cactly the same work for
which the man had 11d. One woman whose
husband had come out because the Engineers
came, (he receiv. d none of the Union pay)

a factory, and paid a woman
3/-ton 1|1r||] her chi |x ren.  On Satus '].I.‘L when
e ]||- '1|||1|- V., sh h-:.-l. I /-
riven her 1-H' w-;“‘.\' from Tuesday. 'l'| ey said
1z two days’ money In hand

1u| working tmm Tuesday
absurd. It is only fair to

went to work 1n

but even l.h'i ;|

=
I
. 1. 3 .
» next week, butin the mean-

[h] 1=||,' I.'ll}."l'l..l'-.'-."i"f.l. {
v for the "'1|'\'i11:_1 children
irls who worked beside her
el "'1. i"\.\ (i 10} W I-|||.l. 1]-‘5 _'- ':."”.lll. one
_.I'I; of .lln.]I:!-L'\.1 SOme maoney, ilr'.‘;:l

al u.:l'-.'n.klj to work | hem ove I\n]u Grounds)
;:.]n would ocee nally be E‘_::.;‘l"l
oney, but we be Jieved the
v Acts were VETY strict where the L:_'lli?flh
» not perishable.
l work them over at all, he
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y a master who takes

. and in whose factory

comfortable dining room, with
can want, we mentioned

I'I ard he was never

He replied that if he

ight till 11 or 12, as
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their wages were so much smaller than the
men’'s, but as it was now he had to kee p the
men, and sometimes was obliced to have two
sets as occasionally they had to work all
night. So you see after all, perhaps, itis a
very good thing that we are not allowed.
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ST. GEORGE IN THE EAST SCHOOLS FOOTBALL SPORTS.

LIST OF PRIZE WINNERS.

100 YARDS FLAT RACE.
SCHOOL HEATS.
Belts Street— . Schafer Highwray— . Newquist
Spelling 2. Coughlin, W,
Hroad Street— 1. Kempster Folrmson Street . Coughlin, J.
. Young 2. Roast
Collingwood 51.—1. Brown Lower Chapmuan 56, —1. Pritchard
. Leaver 2. "Clarlk

FINAL.

1. Coughlin, Foknson Stree,

2. Flynn, .

] "y
3.  Leaver, Collingwaood Street.

LONG JUMP.
SCHOOL HEATS.

Hetls Streel— - Diruce -"J".r::"'.l};.t,r.-:]-' z Farson
Fawcelt 2, Hudson

Broad Street . Evans Folnson Street — . Flynn
i Caill 2. Timms
Collingweod St.—1. Adcock Lower Chapnian 5¢—1. Firman
Pugh 2. Dabson

FINAL.

. Hyam, Highvay—11 feet 93 inches.
2. Pritchard, Lower Chapman Strect —11 feet 43 inches.
3.  Druce, Betts Strect—11 feet U inches.

KICKING THE FOOTEALL.

l. Young. Bread Street—93 feet 6 inches.
2. Gillman, Highway—89 feet 10 inches.
3. Dawis, Loewer Chapman Streer — 56 feet B inches.

220 YARDS FLAT EACE (OLD BOY S, )
1. Ward, E., Betis Sireet.

TUG OF WAR.

. JurwNsOoN STREET.

CONSOLATION RACE.

Canty, Rossall, Elvy, Tarbuck, Treers, Douglas, Spollon, Buck.

PAPER CHASE.
The Hares were caught (Paper failed. )

Hares —Flynn, Coughlin, ]J. Firman.
Hounn—Pritchard.

WINNERS OF THE SHIELD.

HIGHWAY.

RESULT OF FOOTEALL LEAGUE.

1. Highwayr— 10 Paints.
2. Broad Sireet b
a3 { Colfinmivaod Sireef— : 5
4, | Lower Chapman Streei—: .
d. Soknson Sireet— R
b Bells Street L

1
i

The Prizes will be presented by Sir CHARLES ELLiorT, K.C.S.1.. at the
Highway School, on Friday, May 28th, 1887, at 4.45 p.m.
The Chair will be taken by the President, the Rev. Pree. TURNER, M.A.
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ALL HALLOWS, EAST INDIA DOCEKS.

Branch Secretary—Miss BromEg, 309, East India Read, E.
Clulbr Room—1737, Culloden Street,

All through the year 18g6, this Branch has continued
to be worked in the same way as usual. Very few
changes have taken place. Twenty-eight new Members
have heen admitted, nine have been commended to
other Branches, one has died, one has married, three
have withdrawn from the Scciety, and two have gone
away without leaving any address

The Club Room is open four days in the week.
Various Clubs and Classes are held, to all of which
(:.F.5. Members are admitted. Three Bible Classes
are held on Sunday afternocons. Forty Members
attended the Annual Service at St. Paul's Cathedral, in
June.

Eight Members have been helped by the East
London G.F.5. Sick Fund, and one girl was given a

grant of 'L) to enable her, with the lcn-npn-t':ni:ul of the
Poplar Branch of the Charity Organization Society, to
go to Torquay for the winter. Two Members have
been adopted by other Branches. By a grant from a
donation kindly given by Lady MgaTH, several Mem-
bers were able to go with a Bible Class excursion to
Clacton.

Number of Members, December 31st, 185g6—g6.
Probationers—1o.

WORKING ASSOCIATES
I T

Pearson T A Miss Brodie .
Henderson P (o o
: Dalton ... s G
1ss E. Dalton L T T

SUBSCRIFPTIONS

Miss Rippingall...
Mrs. Smith (for Registry




ALL HALLOWS, EAST INDIA DOCKS.
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EAST-END BOY BATTALIONS,
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