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.—Te extend and complete the policy for the reform of London Government,

e e e T -

initiated by the Unionist Ministry of 1886—g2, in the creation of the London County
Council, by the establishment of District Councils or Corporations, and their endowment

with adequate authority, so that every part of London may obtain the reality and advantages

L S ——

of self-government.

~

2.—To bring municipal and social questions under public consideration and discussion
with a view to reform. These questions include:—the more equitable distribution of the
burdens of taxation amongst all classes and interests; the improvement of the
conditions under which the industrial population live and work; the provision of
pensions for deserving and thrifty old people; the supervision of immigrant aliens;
the extension of the Merchandise Marks Act for the identification of goods manufactured
abroad; powers to enable the working classes to become the owners of the houses
they inhabit; the encouragement of better means of locomotion in and between

London and the suburbs; and State recognition of conciliation boards for the settlement

of labour disputes.

3.—And generally to improve the administration of the County Council and other

local authorities in the Metropolis by the adoption of a higher standard of efficiency,

economy, and consistency than now prevails.




The Society forms a centre of communication for Unionists and others who
agree with the above objects; collects and disseminates information upon London
questions; assists in securing, and supports, suitable candidates at municipal elections ;
watches Parliamentary and other proceedings affecting London interests; and generally
brings together Unionists for consultation and combined action, with a view to ensuring

to them adequate representation in the municipal affairs of the Metropolis.
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1.—That with a view to economy the London County Council shall establish a real and

effective control of its expenditure similar to that maintained by the Treasury over the
expenditure of the State.

m - == S A - =
2,—That the widening of streets, opening of new thoroughfares, maintenance of parks and

open spaces, &c., shall be systematically carried out on a general plan in all parts
of London.

! r T q ol ke 1 " F 1
8.—That in arranging for the exeeution of necessary works, regard shall be had as far as
possible to the desirability of giving regular employment to workmen.

; S :
4,—That proper provision shall be made for securing that all engaged in public work shall
receive the rates of wages and observe the Lours of 1

; _ . abour and conditions recognised
and in practice obtained in their several trades.
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To reform the existing Administration of the River, pocks and Wharves, the Markets,
Wwater Supply, Means of Lighting, Locomotion, Police, the Clty Funds, Hospltals and
other Charities, to dlsseminate knowledge concerning the unfavourabla Condlitions
under which vast numbers of the wWarking Population Live owling to Defactlve and
Insanltary Dwelling and Working Accommaodation, Irregular and lll-paid Labour, tha
competition of Alien Immigrants, the Harshness of the Poor Law, the unjust incldencea
af Taxation, the Adulteration of Food, and other grave disadvantages, and to obtain
for London full powers of Municipal Government.
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The .L-:]ju&n]l Reform Union includes among its members adherents of
avery political party, and belongs itself to mnone. :

. _ It proceeds upon no
abstract theory, but endeavours to deal with each subject as it arises from
the point of view of the improvement of London, and the provision of a
wider and better life for London citizens. It aims at purity, unity .:tm]
simplicity of administration ; at the management by the pe.:mplnvrﬁf their own
affairs, and at a just distribution of the publie burdens. In its local branches
men 4"l.'r||]_."r":JI:!'.L"I'I of every religions denomination, economic creed, or ]mlitimll
faith unite in tE.E: common work of disseminating a knowledge of \cu:.-ui
affairs, agitating for he specific reforms most urgently needed in each i"df;t"
and co-operating with the local governing bodies in promoting vii:::'.ivn.{.
administration. By educational lectures, by public meetings, mr:d .!'_n.'. t.h{;
cirenlation of literature, the Executive Committee of the [._?n.irm which lr-,
annually ulu.(-h-ll by its members, endeavours to foster and direct tl‘.:* crtL}wil:-Lf
sense of civie duty now stirring throughount the Metropolis. g 5
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TELEPHOME NEZ73 EASTERMN 1 PR .
Doard of Works far ]y, Hoplar District,
SURVEYOR'S DEPARTME NT.

797, Aogh - Wyeot Lfilirs. &

January 30th Fan -

OLIVER E.WINTER A M..C.E.

Chief' Surveyvor

Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter of the 28th insty my
eXperience of direct emiploymént of Ysbous has beén thet more
satisfaction is given than by contract, and es8pacially in the
ordinary rputine work such as Sgavenging, paving and drainage

works,

As a rule I have Tound it more economical than the
J?A.duu!‘r? Pth /.l-q#‘-ﬂ‘"{
contract system, but even in cases where it is more expansivgi

we have had the satisfaction of knowing that the work has been

well and satisfactorily done.

Yours Taithfully,

/Z’ (/;"i(f(" &f%, f;.!/

i

Chief Surveyor.
?r. Jesse Argyle,
9 Adelphi Terrace.

Strand.
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I .)Hl’L.-"v.H._ as an inhabited portion of the globe, is almost
‘, wholly a creation of the present century. Originally one
L great peninsulated swamp, at the merey of the tidal moods

of old Father Thames, and named Stepney Marsh, in

allusion to the fact that it belonged to the then extensive parish of
Stepney, it later assumed the name of the Isle of Dogs, what time

it had become partially drained and converted into one of the
best grazing grounds in the country. Almost within living memory,
docks, shipbuilding yards, and manufactories of various kinds have
here crowded out prime beef, and grass has become a rarity.
Poplar is to-day, in all essential respects, a self-contained, bustling,
begrimed sea-port town, with a cosmopolitan population, and with
peculiarities that distinguish it sharply from Rotherhithe, from
Wapping, and from all the other smoke-crowned riverside parishes
that make up the Dockland of our Metropolis.

[f we were called upon to beat the bounds of the modern parish
of Poplar, we should in the first place take a boat and row round
so much of the Isle of Dogs as is defined by the Thames., Com-
mencing, say, at the Limehouse boundary, we should elide lazily
Limehouse Reach into that of Deptford. Our chief
concern in this stage of the journey would be to see that no

from

other parish, ambitious to increase its rateable value, had seized
the West Docks, and next we have to
sure that Millwall was all right. Across the water we should
descry the masts rising from the Surrey Commercial Docks, in
Rotherhithe ; and in Deptford the Royal Victualling Kstablish-
ment, the Foreign Cattle Market, and the mouth of the Ravens-
Then, having

India should make

bourne River, commonly called Deptford Creek.
entered Greenwich Reach, we should have to make it quite clear
that Poplar is still in occupation of North Greenwich. This would
not prevent us from enjoying a view of Greenwich Hospital from
the river. Cubitt Town would be our next concern, after which
there would be Blackwall Reach to explore as far as Bow Creek
(the mouth of the Lea), where Poplar ends and Kssex begins.

A mile or so of the winding Lea would have to be taken into
account, and we should pass the scene of the so-called Blackwall
disaster, though the spot where the bridge L:nl];l.El:—si_u[ at the launch
of H.M.5. “*Albion" last June is, to be strictly accurate, in
the Canning Town section of the borough of West Ham. Landing
the Hast should cut throuch

them as best we could, yielding to Bromley parish its fair share of

Nnear India Docks, we have to

that great property ; and presently we should find ourselves at the
northern approach to the Blackwall Tunnel, where orders would
be given to see that St. Leonard of Bromley did not tamper with
the boundary mark set up there in the name of All the Saints.
Acknowledging St. Leonard’s claims upon the quaint entrance to
the Fast India Docks, we should strike thence in a north-westerly
direction, through narrow streets, until Limehouse Cut was reached.
Then there would be a sharp southerly return to East India Dock-
road, beyond which a few zig-zags (apart altogether from any
refreshment we may have had on the road) would bring us to the
point whenece we started in the boat.

The ecircuit we have just deseribed marks off an area of 1,164
acres, with a population of 60,000 concentrated for the most part
in the northern section of the parish, for in the other portions
dwelling-houses are subordinated, as in Rotherhithe, to gigantic
docks, wharves, and *‘ works.” Let us now have a ramble throush
the parish and see what we can find of interest. The highway by
which it is most frequently approached from Central London is
Commercial-road BEast, that long and
not uninteresting thoroughfare which
leads from Aldgate to the heart of
Limehouse, whenece forking roads run
respectively to the Kast and the West
[ndia Docks.

Our tram happens to be bound for
the East India Docks, and all we have
to do is to make ourselves comfortable
on the top and keep our eyes open.

No ordinary highway is Kast India

Dock-road. It contains buildings of
all sorts and sizes from mariners’ in-
stitutions to neat villas with gardens,
and the aggregation of its architecture
is broken in outlhine to the point of

picturesqueness. It is one of those

Mg. Josern ZovcHE CAHILL

agreeable surprises that await people :
i Chairman of the Vestra.

that form erroneous notions about the
East End before they have explored it. Apart, too, from architee-
ture, this and other thoroughfares in Poplar have a charvacter thatis
all but unique. Nowhere so much as in this part of the metro-
polis does one see, day by day, so many divergent types of the human
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race— lightly clad Chinamen making their way, not as strangers, to
the nearest opiam den ; fair-haired and blue-eyed descendants of
Scandinavian vikings rubbing shoulders with great brawny
KEthiopians, whose forefathers lived, perchance, no great dis-
tance from the traditional site of WValhalla; swarthy Malays
gliding along with stealthy footstep as though every man’s
hand was against them ; Germans exchanging glances of hatred
with Frenchmen ; Italians stopping to chat with the vendors
of ice-cream ; and last, but by no means least, good old Jack
Tar, who, propped up against a lamp-post, asks the good folk of
Poplar and English people in general why the so-and-so they
‘““stick” those what-d'ye-call'em foreigners—asks them, too,
whether they don’t think he could jolly well lick a hundred—a
thousand—aye, a million of such rubbish ** which, when they ain’t
a-stabbin’ of yer in the bloomin’ back, arz sneakin’ round the
sailors’ homes for corfee.” Next mornine the English nation, as
represented by the magis-
trate at the Thames Police riag
Court, gives its reply: e
‘ Ten shillings and costs.”

In our drive along East
Illtliil. DUQ]{'I'[!FH] we IIH.E.‘E
successively, on the south
side, the Poplar Recreation
Ground, a pretty, though
not extensive, public gar-

R i T 2 e
o

den, running back to the
High - street, and main-
tained by the District
Board of Works ; the
Public Baths and Wash-
houses, in front of which
1s a statue of one of the
greatest benefactors of the
parish, Mr. Richard Green ;
the station of the North
London Railway; the
parish church of All Saints,
with its spacious old grave-
yard ; and, finally, at the
point where the thorough-
fare just traversed merges
into Barking-road and the
parish of Bromley begins,
we see In front of us the
portals of the East India
Docks, on the left the
Poplar Hospital for Acci-
dents, and on the right the
isolated archway through
which the Blackwall Tunnel
is approached.

Before exploring Dock-
land let us linger awhile in
the heart of Poplar proper.
The parish church, though
not built until 1823, has
upon its gracefully carved
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stonework the blanched mellowness of centuries, and its spire is
a landmark for miles around. In Newby-place, which runs
along the west side of the churchyard and connects East India
Dock-road with High-street, are the residence of the Rector
of Poplar (the Rev. Arthur Chandler) and the Town Hall, a
handsome building of brick and stone now undergoing repair and
enlargementat a cost of £3,000.
officers, and popular entertainments are given in its largest saloon.
The i)LLi]{li]]f__{ was erected in 1870 at a cost of £10.000, the pro-
ceeds of the sale of the old Town Hall and Poor House in High-
street,

In it are housed the "r'i.-nlf.r_}r

Long and narrow, the Hish-street is spasmodieally quaint,
though the picturesque old houses are becoming fewer and fewer
every year. Of modern buildings it contains the offices of the
Poplar District Board of Wmks. the Central Library, and the
Workhouse. Kastward the street runs in the direction of the East
India Docks, and westward it leads, by way of King-street, to the
main entrance of the West India Docks. Northward of this line
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there is but little of interest beyond what we have deseribed. The
population there is the densest and the atmosphere the stuffiest.

Such breezes as the parish affords are to be had in the Isle of
Dogs, a name which has provoked so many conflicting etymological
theories that we hesitate to commit ourselves to any. Still, if we
must give an opinion at all, we pronounce, with all due reserve, in
favour of the theory that the name was originally applied to an
islet opposite Deptford, now effaced. This little island is so
indicated in a map of 1588, and it seems to have derived its name
from the number of dead dogs washed up there by the tide.
Gradually the appellation was extended to the mainland, until it
becamne a synonym for the whole of Stepney Marsh.

Strangely enough, it was not until the present century that the
larger area became really an island. This severance from the
mainland was accomplished by the construction of the West India
Docks, which were commenced in 1800 and opened with great
ceremony two years later
by William Pitt, the then
Premier. The docks stretch
richt across the northern
neck of what was formerly
the peninsula, from the
vicinity of Limehouse Pier
in the west to Blackwall
in the east. They cover
many acres, and are among
the finest to be found in
the Port of London. The
ten, coffee, sugar, wines,
and other important
articles of use or luxury
landed on the quays and
stored in the adjoining
warehouses are in their
totality of gigantic propor-
tions, and suggestive of
untold wealth and never-
failing good cheer.

Southward of these docks
we find the district of Mill-
wall, so named in allusion
to some windmills that used
to stud the embankment,
or wall, by which the wes-
tern side of the marsh was
protected long ago. Mill-
wall was a wilderness until
the docks of the same name.
were opened in 1868, sweep-
ing away the last vestiges of:
a medixval chapel or cell,
mentioned in a fifteenth
century document as Capellon:
Beatee Muorice in Marischo
i J,-:r.','.-:r'.l'rf'_:l e S'r'juri’ff, :111{1
supposed to have belonged
to the Monastery of St.
Mary of Graces, near thg
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Tower. Milwall Docks accommodate miscellaneous shipping,
and many passenger ships leave there for different parts of
the world. Apart from its docks Millwall is famous as the birth-
place of the ** Great Eastern ” steamship, which was launched from
the Millwall Ironworks in 1858 ; and many other vessels of gigantic
proportions have made their first plunge hereabout.

Round the bend of the Thames we see North Greenwich, with
its pretty ** Island Gardens,” opened by Mr. W. Crooks, L.C.C.,
on August 3rd, 1895 ; and the adjacent district of Cubitt Town,
named after a member of the well-known Cubitt family, who owned
property in,that part of the Isle. From this painfully molern anp
uninteresting locality Manchester-road leads towards Blackwall,
one of the oldest phw:-,-n:nlluﬁ in the IJ:Lt'iH'! § The I.'lll]'J:Ltl]-thIE_,‘II['? or
wall, that protected the eastern side of the marsh from the
tides of the Thames was black—hence the name. Blackwall
15, of course, famous all the world over for its tunnel, which
connects the northern with the southern bank of the river, and
15 one of the greatest engineering achievements of modern times.
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SKETCH MAP OF THE PARISH OF POPLAR
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The tunnel was fully deseribed in Tue Loxpox Agcus of
May 22nd, 1897.

Across swing bridges, along puzzling little road ways, and between
high walls, we make our way through Blackwall to the East India
Docks, which, as we have said, overlap the Bromley boundary.
T'he origin of these docks is described in an inscription over the
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main entrance, wherein all and sundry are informed that *‘ under
the auspices of our most gracious sovereign George IIL., the
sanction of his Majesty's Government, and the patronage of the
Kast India Company, these wet docks, appropriated to the com-
merce of India and ships in that employ, were accomplished in
those eventful years 1804, 1809, 1506, the first stone being laid
March 14th, 1804.” The company which worked this great nnder-
taking was amalgamated in 15385 with the West India Dock Com-
pany, and in 1888 the London and
St. Katherine’s Docks entered the
combination, now one of the
powerful of its kind in the world.
As we have said, Poplar was
of the hamlets belonging to the old
parish of Stepney. In 1813 an Act
of Parliament was passed ** for paving,
watching, lighting, and improving the
hamlet of Poplar and Blackwall, in
the County of Middlesex, and for the
better relief and maintenance of the
poor of the said hamlet.” The Act
provided for certain inhabitants and

most

one

ratepayers to be trustees for i::l.t'l‘j.'itl;_{
it into execution, and provision was
made for the election annually of ten
persons not qualified to act as trustees.
There are now upwards of a thousand
qualified trustees, and the ten are still
elected to assist them,

In 1817 a second Act was passed,
making the hamlet a separate parish,
and the trustees under the Act of 1813
were made ** Vestrymen of the Parish
of All Saints, Poplar, in the County of
Middlesex.” The
authority for administering the Poor
Law. and paving, watching, lighting,
and improving the parish until 1837,
when the maintenance and relief of
the poor were transferred to the
Giuardians of the Poplar Union, then

trustees were the

( Mo aie old photograph kindfy lent by Mr. 0. B
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formed under an order of the Poor Law Commissioners ; and the
trustees continued the paving, lighting, ete., until 1855, when
those duties were transferred to the newly-created Poplar District
Board of Works—a combination of the parishes of Poplar, Bromley,
and Bow. Since then the trustees have been the authority for
making and collecting the rates for all the spending bodies.
Though under Schedule B, the Vestry accomplishes a large
volume of useful work, for under the Parish Councils Act it has ob-
tained control of the Public Librariesand the Public Bathsand Wash-
houses. Its chairman—or, rather, the member elected to the chair
at every meeting—is Mr. Joseph Zouche Cahill, who knows every-
body and everything in the parish and is known by everyone. Mr.
Cahill, who is an official of the London and India Docks Joint
Committee, lives in one of the Blackwall that
can be called picturesque. Isle House, as his residence is named, is
approached from Cold Harbour and overlooks the wonderfuland ever-
changing panorama of Thames shipping. For eighteen years or more
Mr. Cahill has been engaged in parochial affairs as a Vestryman, and
he now oceupies the chair.

few houses in

He is, moreover, Chairman of the
Board of Overseers, which is elected by the Vestry; a Church-
warden of eight years' standing, and a member of the Board of
Guardians. For two years he was Chairman of the District Board
of Works, and is still a member of that body. If he goes on at
this rate he will soon be sighing, like Alexander, because there are
no more worlds to conquer.

The Vestry possesses one of the best clerks in London. Mr. J.
B. Skeggs, at the age of fifteen, entered the service of the late
Vestry Clerk in 1875 as junior clerk, and on the death of that
official in 1891 was unanimously elected co the position. Mr. Skegys
really holds three separate appointments. He is clerk to the
Trustees under the Act of 1313, clerk to the "'t't:.-i'u.l‘:.’lllcll under the
Act of 1817, and Clerk to the Vestry created by the Metropolis
Local Management Act, 1855, The last named body is elected by
the ratepayers, and sends delegates to the District Board of Works,
of which the present Chairman, Mr. John Bussey, is a Poplar
representative. He carries on business as an auctioneer and estate
Politics upon the Metropolis
Local Management Vestry are pretty even, but the Board of
Works has a working majority of Progressives owing to the
balance of opinion in Bow and Bromley.

Under the Act of 1817 there is still a church rate in the parish,
for those purposes, defined by the Court to be ** non-ecclesiastical,”

agent at 213, Hast India-road.

which were declared to be the stipends of the Rector and Lecturer,

Sir Warrter Ravemaw’s House.

Skegags. )
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and the clerical cost of administering the Act, so that whilst the
parish church could tumble down, and the Vestrymen be powerless
to interfere, they are bound to maintain the Rectory in a proper
state for habitation,

The public baths and washhouses in Kast Inlia-road were erected
as long ago as 1852 at a cost of £11,255. In 1886 a sum of £700
was spent in improving the swimming and private baths, and the
Vestry is now laying out some £2,000 in enlarging and improving
the laundry and washhouses. The Vestry is also endeavouring to
provide baths for the use of the Mill-
wall and Cubitt Town Wards, and a
scheme for dealing with the matter at
a cost of £9,000 is now before the
Local Government Board.

The Public Libraries Act was
adopted by the parish in 1890 by
the largest majority then known in
London—3,301 against 314. The site
of the Central Library in High-street
was purchased by donations amount-
ing to £1,600 and a loan of £7,000.
In 1895 a branch eveaing library was
opened In a house belonging to the
London County Counecil, in the Island
Gardens, North Greenwich, and the
rent 18 only nominal. An excellent
librarjan is Mr. Harry Rowlatt, who
manages both the libraries. He came
to Poplar in 1891 from Kensington Library, and was formerly at
Leeds.

For Parliamentary and County Council purposes the Poplar
division of the Tower Hamlets is a little larger than the parish, as
it takes in a slice of Bromley, and a very decent Radical, Mr.
S. Buxton, represents it. The constituency sends to the County
Council those roaring doves, Mr. McDougall and Mr. Will Crooks.
In School Board elections Poplar goes with the Tower Hamlets
division,

Poplar, dreary marsh that it was until comparatively recent
times, and busy shipping centre that it is to-day, has practically no
literary associations. Some of the old dramatists, and also Pepys
in his Diary, refer to the Isle of Dogs, but no great writer, so far
ns we can ascertain, was born or lived in the parish. There stood
until recently, near the Artichoke Tavern, Blackwall, a house said
to have been occupied successively by Sebastian Cabot and Sir
Walter Raleigh, and one of our illustrations gives an idea of what
the building was like in later years.

There are in Poplar many charities, prominent among which are
those associated with the names of George and Richard Green.
The former benefactor was the founder of the firm of R. and H.
Green, shipbuilders, and owners of the DBlackwall line of ships,
sailing from Blackwall Yard. The original proprietor of that
yard was John Perry, who is buried in the churchyard of St.
Mathias (formerly the Kast India Company’s Chapel), and his
daughter became Mrs. George Green. There is in the Town Hall
a large portrait of George Green, for the cost of which £500 was

—

Mr. J. B. SKEcacs,

Vestry Clerk.

publicly subscribed. The memory of his son Richard is preserved
by the statue we have already mentioned. The firm of Green is
still in the parish, and Mr. Charles K. Green, of the Orient Steam-
ship Company, is a grandson of George Green.

And so we bring our brief chronicle of Poplar, past and present,
to an end, satisfied if we have in some measure dispelled the notion
that this portion of London’s Far Kast is totally monotonous and
uninteresting.

[ The portrait ard brief biographical notice of Mr. Leonard Potts,the
Clevk to the Guardians, s held over till next week,]
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PROPOSED LOCK FOR THE THAMES
BELOW PUINEY.

THE movement which has for its object the construction of a
lock and sluices on the Thames below Putney was advanced
a further stage this week. On Wednesday a large party of delegates
from the County Councils, Vestries, and District Boards, having
interests or authority on either bank below Richmond, made an
inspection of the river and examined the alternative sites for the
proposed works, with the assistance of Mr. Kdward Pritchard,
M.I.C.E., the consulting engineer, who has been engaged in
making surveys and observations for the past eighteen months or
more.

Representatives were present from Fulham, Hammersmith,
Chiswick, Brentford, and Heston-Isleworth, on the Middlesex side ;
and from Battersea, Putney, Wandsworth, Barnes, and Mortlake, on
the Surrey side. The Middlesex and Surrey County Councils were
also represented, but a deputation from the London County
Council, which was expected, failed to attend. The Thames
Conservancy had declined to send a representative. All the
arrangements were in the hands of Mr. W. P. Cockburn, Vestry
Clerk of Hammersmith, who is the honorary secretary of the
Joint Committee of the local authorities agitating for the suggested
improvement.

A start was made from Hammersmith pier about ten o’clock in a
steam launch drawing about 3ft. of water. The time was well
selected in one respect, for steaming down the river the little craft
was soon aground nearly opposite the Ranelagh Club. Thus early
had the delegates a practical illustration of the wretched state
of the river at low water. A little patient effort, however,
soon pushed her out of the mudbanks, and the site originally
proposed for the lock was reached. This is situated about
midway between Putney and Wandsworth Bridges, a short
distance above the point where the Wandle enters the river, and
opposite the Broomhouse Dock-lane on the other side.

Until the Fulham Vestry suggested that the lock should be con-
structed much lower down, the Broomhouse Dock scheme was most
in favour, and Mr. Pritchard had reported definitely in support of
it. Steam was therefore shut off here, and the delegates heard
from the engineer a full account of the investigations he made for
the purposes of the report presented to the Joint Committee
in August last year. Mr. Pritchard showed from a study of

=

six years’ tidal observations, kindly supplied him by the Thames
Conservancy, and other data, that there was a steady decrease of
the surface level of the river at low water spring tides from Rich-
mond downwards, until Chelsea was reached, where the variations
became so slight as to impede the navigation very little. To
counteract this lowering of the water, which he held was due
to the removal of obstructive bridges, the dredging of the
river-bed, and the construction of embankments at various
places, a weir was an absolute necessity. Up to August last
he thought from Broomhouse Dock-lane to the opposite bank was
the proper place for it. The width of the river there is about
double its width at Richmond, and, of course, the stream is much
deeper. The works would consequently entail a far greater expense.
He had estimated the cost at £250,000, apart altogether from the
cost of land to be acquired on either side. By the construction
of the sluices at that point he proposed to hold back the water 6ft.
above low water springs, which represents 1-92ft. above ordnance
datum. The bed of the river at this point is 12:10ft. below
ordnance datum, Here would be a depth of seven to eight feet of
water in the gut at low water springs, but the depth on the up
stream side of the sluices would be six feet greater with the sluices
down.

Arrived at the alternative site suggested by Fulham. My _Doii
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BROMLEY PUBLIC LIBRARIES.
To the Editor of Londoen,

SiR,—There has been s0 much misapprehension
with regard to the attitude of certain of the Bromley
vestrymen on the Bromley Public Libraries fquestion,
and indeed with regard to matters connected generally
with the Bromley Public Libraries, that I sincerely
hope, in common fairness to the members of the
Progressive party, of whose conduct you have com-
plained, and in order that those who read your paper
will not be misled, you will insert this explanation,

In your issue of the 23rd December. 18897, it is
stated : “Six yeara ago the ratepayers of Bromley
adopted the Public Library: Act, and as, during all
that time, the vestrymen had not carried out the will
of the people whose servants they are, they were,
therefore, no longer worthy of the people’s trust.”

I would point out these two fazts with regard to
that statement. Firstly, the Ve stry were ot the
library authority till early in 1896, and, therefore, it
18 hardly fair to blame the Vestry for the first four
years' delay, when they had practically no loeus standi
in the matter, and were unable to expedite or delay
the consummation of the wishes of the people in the
direction indicated. Secondly, as you are aware. the
Vestry is a varying and not a fixed body. Every year
one-third of its members are elected afresh, and it is
hardly fair to lay the blamas (if any) which mirht
attach to the Vestry as a whole on the present
existing Vestry

[ quite agree, if I may eay so, with the opinions ex-
pressed in various issues of your paper that there has
been unlawful and unjastifiable del iy, but the parties
responsible for such delay should be blamed and not
those who are not responsible,

More than a year ago (not being then a member of
the Vestry) I pointed out, through the ¢columns of the
loeal press, in the hopes of getting more books for the
branch library, from which the Vestry had but re-
cently commenced to issue books, that section 18 of
the Act of 1892 made it apparent that the intention
of the Act as interpreted by a Local Government
Board letter to the Streatham Library Commissioners is
undoubtedly that those who pay the rates should have
the immediate benefits consequent on the library rate
being levied in their parish—namely, the prompt
establishment of public libraries. A tnm of £150
was, by a strange coincidence, a week or so later voted
Fipr Frirthaow h_q.nTr-’.-‘ =

I'fie meaning of this section of the Act has been
urged by me on the Vestry, and the Progressive party
has endeavored to press matters on accordingly,

As to the motion of censure so geveraly condemned
by your paper, and as to which you passed some not
too complimentary remarks on myself as the mover, I
do not think for one moment that those who sup-
ported the motion (and I epeak for myself positively)
intended to throw blame on LoNpox with regard to

1 We had very good

the statements complained of.
grounds for believing your representative had been
misinformed. To show that certain statements were
incorrect and misleading, and as such most un fair, I
take two allegations made in your issue of 26th
August. “The Bow and Bromley Joint Libraries
Committee had an offer of the well-stocked library
at the local Mechanics’ Institute.” There is not now,
and never was, a Bow and Bromley Joint Libraries
Committee. It shounld have been stated that the offer
made to Bromley Libraries Committee was not un-
conditional. The books and catalogue were carefully
inspected by the Bromley I.ibraries Committee, The
hooks mostly in eirculation were in a very bad condi-
tion ; those, and a considerable number which were
210t in circulation, were not worth taking., Also. one of
Eae lterms consequent on the handing over of this
=ibrary was that a gentleman who was not the worlk-
ing librarian at the Institute was to be employed as
librarian by the Bromley Libraries Committee at a
falary of, I believe, £175 a year. The whole of the
dircumstances were so unfavorable that the Bromley
Libraries Committee were perfectly justified in refus-
ing the offar, and they were not, I b :lieve, the only
dy who refused it.

Again, “Had they " (Bow and Bromley Libraries
;ommittee) “been able to come to terms as hetwas n
hemselves with regard to amalgamation, a private
Individual would have builta joint central library at
his own expense,” which assertion is wholly withont
fonndation.

Further, in LoNDON, of the 23rd December last,
appeara the following : “ Last week one or two of
ihem (the Bromley Vestrymen) wasted the whole
neeting by a foolish discussion,” is not true or fair.

In the first place, more than one or two. in fact,
iearly half, if not half, of the Vestry supported the
notion of censure. It was only because I was arbi-
rarily deprived of my right to reply, at the close of
he debate on my motion, which was especially neces-
ary after the clerk, by permiesion. had made

|
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ient 8o incorrect and so fallacious that I wished to
upersede it by the truth, that a number of us with-
rew and did not vote. Hence the “ large majority."

- The whole meeting, apart from any guestion of the
iortance of the motion, was not wasted,

D he motion was practically the only item on the
-da paper left which was not ruled out of order
b conld, properly speaking, be discussed.

*real facta leading up to the motion, stigmatised
nlous, are these,
BLAMING~THE OLD COMMISSIONERS,
y'ublic Libriry Commissioners, who were the

library authority before the Vestry took over their
powers, consisted principally of Tories, For four
Years they controlled the rate collected, They took a
60 years' lease of an inconveniently small property,
totally unfitted for public library purposes, Thesame
gentleman valued the premises for the Library Com-
missioners and also for the vendors. A sum of about
£1,400 was expended on this wretched little leasehold
building (known generally in the parish as “ The
Rabbit Hutch ™) before a single book had been bought,
After considerable delay the room on the groand floor
was opened as a reading-room. When the newspaiper
stands are up this room will accommodate about 23
people sitting and standing. Mr. Passmore Edwardas
opened the library, or, more properly speaking, the
reading-room, and gave 1,000 volumes to the library.
The Library Commissionera bourht another 1,000,
Many months elapsed, and still only the reading-room
was open to the pablic. At length, in 1896, the Vestry
took over the management of affairs and opened the
library portion of the premises. It would seem that
the parizh was indebted principally to Captain Cuastard,
one of the faw Progressives who ever became Library
Commissioners, for the privilege of having the enjoy-
ment of this branch library, poor as it wad, for even
his strenuous efforts could not at this time accomplish
more.

With regard to the site for the Central Library, tha
action of the Bromley Library Commissioners was still
worse, They secured a site which fazes the boundary
road between the parishes of Bow and Bromley, right
on the verge of the parish, and the use of which site
will probably involve removal of the present buildings,
and the erection of others at great cost. Before the
Bromley Commissioners bought this site no steps had
been taken in Bow, and none, even yet in Bromley, to
ascertain the views of the parishioners on the question
of amalgamation. Moreover, it was impossible to
obtain agtual possession of these premises until Sep-
tember, 1397. Surely, it will be agreed, the Vestry
were geverely handicapped at the outset. I may add
that, at the time the contract was signed for the pur-
chase of these premises, there were nine Library Com-
missipners, of whom eight were Tories. .I am informed,
and believe, two or three of the eight members were
openly and avowedly opposed to the institution of
publie libraries in Bromley at all,

N0 DEALINGS WITH BOW,

There arose, after Bromley Vestry took over the

libraries, some unfortunate delay caused aolely by the

wavering attitude m]npt“—'h'-‘_aﬁuf Bow Veatry
and Bow Libraries Committes o™ the question of
amalgamation, and I may here poir % out that on the
Bromley Vestry who support the idea of amalgama-
tion, at any price, whatever may be the loss to the
Bromley ratepayers. besides the Vestry clerk, are two
of the old Library Commissionera, who are unfor-
tunately on the Library Committee of the Vestry.

This delay having arisen, one of the most compeatent
and capable men on the Vestry (as I think all parties
on the Vestry will admit), Mr. P, A, White, moved on
the 22nd July, 1897, and the resolution was adopted—
*That this Vestry declines further to consider or
negotiate with reference to the proposed amalgama-
tion with the parish of Bow for public library pur-
poses, exeept on the basis of the scheme already
submitted to Bow by this Vestry, or on an alternative
scheme prepared under the authority of the parish of
Bow."

This motion, as may be seen, plainly should have
had the effect of expediting matters and of preventing
fruitless discussions on schemes not sanctioned by
Bow Vestry. This was the more necessary seeing that
the Bow Vestry, for a year or more, had not szent
a definite reply to the scheme for amalgamation
approved of and submitted by Bromley Vestry and
still ignored by Bow.

AGAINST CLERK.

Instead of obeying this resolution, on the 24th
SBeptember, 1897, the Vestry clerk and the chairman
of the Bromley Pablic Libraries Committee allowed
the following to appear on the agenda paper of the
Library Committee : * To confer with Bow Libraries
Committee,” thus nullifying and Hatly disobeying
the resolution of the 22nd July, as there was no
scheme to be submitted, nor was submitted. on the
basis of the one proposed by Bromley Vestry, or any
alternative proposal by the Bow Vestry. Two of ihe
Bromley Library Committee (Mr. White and myself)
objected to the discussion, and, on its being persiated
in, withdrew from the meeting. The chairman admits
the discussion was informal, As such, it had abso-
lutely no right on the agenda paper, nor ought the
chairman to have allowed the discussion. After this,
the Bromley Library Committee, as a body, was
ignored. The Bromley Vestry clerk and the chair-
man and vice-chairman of the Bromley Libraries
Committee met a select body of the Bow Libraries
Committee privately and discussed this gquestion,

a proceeding was utberly unjustifiable, more
particularly so on the part of the Vestry clerk, chair-
man, and vice-chairman, bearing in mind the Vestry's
resolution of July 22nd. 1t tended to evade or cir-
comvent a decision of the Vestry, and wrongfully
to create an ill-informed majority on the Bromley
Libraries Committee favorable to a most suicidal
policy.

May I nute here that the Vestry clerk is a sarvant
of the Vestry, and should be loyal to its decisions,
He “has no right to vote upon or take part in the
questions submitted tothe vestry,” See Steer's Parish
Law,” 5th ed, page 203, and Shaw’s * Parish Law,’
cap, 18,

He therefore had no rig
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to instigate the party in favor of amalgamation at
any price, however unfair to Bromley, or with any
party at all. He interviewed members of Parliament
and of the County Council without the authority of
the Vestry with a view to their arbitrating on this
question of amalgamation on which there was at the
time no basis to work, and with regard to a matter of
the details of which the parties interviewed could
have little or no knowledge. Such a course when
proposed to the Vestry was ridiculed, and rightly so.

BOW TAKES ACTION,

About two months ago a scheme of amalgamation
was approved, and sent by Bow Vestry to Bromley
Vestry. In paseing, I would say the scheme was most
unfair to the Bromley parishioners, and would neces-
sitate further delay, as a special order would have to
be obtained from the Local Government Board to
constitute a joint committee of the two parishes, and
the front portion of the premises of the site to be
used for the joint central library is let by agreement
till September, 1898. Further, according to this
scheme Bromley would not be equitably represented
with Bow in proportion to the collective rate paid by
the parish, and in other respects the scheme was
eminently defective,

B0  DOES THE CLERK,

Instrad of pregenting this scheme in a proper and
busine=slike manner to the Vestry, to whom it was
sent (and who met eight or ten days after the scheme
had been approved by Bow), in order to ascertain ita
views and directionsif the scheme was thought worthy
of consideration, the Vestry clerk at once submitted
the scheme to the Bromley Library Committee, a
scheme which was utterly wrong. In such a hurry
was the vestry clerk that he even neglected to give
two clear days' notice, as provided by the standing
orders, when calling the Library Committee meeting,
The Library Committee should have been advised by
the Vestry clerk and the chairman of the Committee
that they had no right to consider the scheme, but
instead of this they swallowed it eagerly. The Com-
mittee (less two members who objected to the course
being adopted) then reported favorably on the Bow
proposals, suggesting, however, one insignificant and
useless alteration. In justification of the conduct of
the two dissentients, I may point out that the report
of this scheme having become a dropped motion it is
withdrawn, and the Bow scheme, without any recom-
mendation whatever, will be laid before the Vestry,

s if ehnsild hagn in t rat instance,
has been cailsod, by this irrerular action of the
chairman of the Committee and the Vestry clerk, a
delay of over two months, and a majority of members
on the Library Committee have been committed
blindfold to this mirerable scheme,

I hope it will be seen from this my conduct in
bringing the motion of censure, and the conduct of
those who supported the motion was amply justified.
Moreaver, from our earliest opportunity we have
strenuounsly objected to unnecessary delay in providing
the ratepayers with the libraries to which they are by
every right entitled. We object to any underhanded
influences being used, and to the interests of the rate-
payers of Bromley being sacrificed, And these were
the principal reasons why the motion of censure was
moved. I had previously endeavored to call the atten-
tion of the Vestry to the wrong state of affairs
without moving any motion on the subject, but was
not allowed to do so in any way but this one.

As to the charge of vulgarity made in LoNpow, the
meetings of our Vestry are generally well-behaved ;
and though 1 have differed with members of the
Library Committee at various times, I have never
been treated discourteously by any of them, with the
exception, perhaps, of the vice-chairman of that body.

I think you will agree that, to avoid delays and
needless recriminations and discontent, a strict ly
businerslike form of proceedings should be adopted by
all public bodies, more especially on vexed questions,

I hope in ordinary fairness you will be able to see
your way to publish this letter. With apologies for
its length,—I am, yours faithfully, C. E. BeRaby,

EARRACK SCHOOLS.
To the Editor of London.

Sig,—May I a-k if any person who is in the recret
will kindly inform me through your columns who
gave the persons who wrote and printed the “ Open
Letter " to Lord Peel in defence of barrack schools
the neceesary authority to sign it in the name, and
oa behalf, of the Central Poor Law Conferences !

I have for some time past attended the Conferences
a8 a delegate from my Board, and I have not heard of
any instruction being given to the Committee to act
in any way whatever in the matter,

I do not think that a majority of the delegat:s
wonld have been in favor of barrack schools if they
had been asked to vote : large schools are being
abandoned, and cottage homes established ia their
stead all over the country. May I repeat the
question : Who gave the three gentlemen who signed
the letter to Lord Puel the power to speak authorita-
tively and dogmatically on such a controversial
question, without haviog consulted their constituents ?
—Yours truly, J. C. CROPPER.

Hampatead, N.W.

THE DARENTH ASYLUM TRAGEDY.
To the Editor of London,
8IR,—Too much is being made of this business, hor-
rible as it is,
Undoulgedly, the Asylums Board was discourteous
= 3 eead Guardians in failing to ipform the

But there _

at once of what had happened as soon as the condition
of the woman was discovered ; the Guardians being
responsible for the proper treatment of their parish-
ioner.

That was all; and we may charitably assume that
the Asylums Board was guilty of no worse crime than
that of being anxzious not to create a public scandal,
which could do no good, but would destroy the
confidence that the poor have rightly had in the
institution to which they have sent their afflicted
relatives,

It is necessary that the Hampstead Guardians should
make Inquiry into the matter, but the inguiry should
be judicial, not hysterical. Mr. Bremner's declaration
that the suspected man ought to have been arrested,
and left to prove his innocence before a jury, would,
if it were agreed with, destroy one of the soundest
principles in English law. Insane people, just because
they are insane, are in the habit of making false
charges against persons utterly incapable of com-
mitting the sine they are accured of ; and although
the man accused in the present case was dismissed
more recently for a groes offence not connected with
this case, it must be remembered that, at the time
when the insane woman pointed to him as the enlprit,
he had been 18 years in the service of the Board as
gardener, was married and had children, and was, to
all appearance, thoroughly respectable. Could such a
man be prosecuted on the uncorroborated testimony
of an infane person! Even before the Hampatead
Guardians stirred in the matter the Asylums Board
had instituted an inquiry; what more is the Board
expected to do?

It would be a lamentable circumstance if this sad
affair were seised upon with sinister motives by per-
sons who have mursed ill-feeling for other reasons
against the Asylums Beard.—Yours faithfully,

HAMPETEADIAN,

Auectioneers’ Cards,

MESSES, STIMSBSON AND B0ONSB,
Auctioneers, Surveyors, and Valuers,
8, MOORGATE-STREET, BANK, E.C.,
AND
2, NEW KENT-ROAD, S.E.
{QFpaaita the Elephant and Castle).
UCTION SBALES are held at the Mart, Tokenhouse-
yard, City, on the second and last Thursdays in each
month, and on other days as oocasion may require,

— BTTMSON AN SN T urdatela SATHG oo 7
TINGS by PRIVATE TREATY, Valuations, Surve
Negotiation of Mortgages, Receiverships in Chancery, Arbi-
trations and References, Sales by Auction of Furnitare and
Stock, Collection of Rents, &c. Separate Lists of House
Property, Ground-rents for Sale, and Houses, &o., to be
Let, are issued on the lst of each month, and can be had
gratis on application or free by post for two stamps, Np
charge for insertion. Telegraphic Address, * Servaby
London.”

PFPHILIP STOCEK,
Anctioneer, Surveyor, Valuer, Estate and House Agent,
349, COLDHAREOU R-LANE,
BRIXTON, 8.W,

Established 1866,

ALES at the Mart, Tokenhouse-yard, E.C., Monthly
or other dates as required, at a moderate inclusive fer
in case of non-gale,

Hstates Mﬂnu%zud, Rents Collected, Mortgageas Effooted
Intending Purchasers or Tenants suited, and Propertias
Registered Free of Uhm-%n, Valuations for Probate, &o.,
promptly made on reasonable terma.

Agent to the Sun Fire and Life Offices.

Telegraphic Address—*¢ Affabrous, London.”

Telephone, Clapham, 96.
A.AND W.THARP, Auctioneers and Estate Agentr-

9, Norton Folgate, Bishopsgate-street, E., and al
Leytonstone. PERIODICAL SALES by AUCTION of
FREEHOLD and LEASEHOLD "ROPERTIES,
STOCKS, SHARES, and DEBENTURES are held at thes
Mart, E.C. Vendors are invited to send I:!‘Lt‘ﬂtll]ﬂra of
Property or Stocks and Shares for Sale by Private Treat
or Public Auction. Inclusive commission fixed upon Ly
ceiving instructions. The Collection of Renta and
entire Management of all Classes of Property undertaken
all parts of London and suburbs.—For terms, apply, J. A
AND W, TaHARP, as above.

Ly .

ESSRS. MATTHEWS AND MATTHEWS
. Monthly CITY LIS of WAREHOUSES,
OFFICES, SHOPS, &c., can be had at their Offices, 4F
Bucklersbury, E.C., and 21, City-road, E (0. (Telsphon

104 Bank and 767 Avenue,)

ASSESSMENT AND INCOME-TAX APPEAL
‘I\,[H.H;‘LMIIEI; SMITHER, Rating Surveyor, Lice; 1
AY Valuer and Appraiser, 9, Albion-road, Dalf ;
Liondon, N.H.: over Hight Years' Chairman of
Valuation of Property Committee, St. Leonard, Sh
ditch, MR. SMITHKR undertakes to View and Vi _
Property for Probate or Assessment Purposes; Ady
f{:’l.h"i!-;l.:.'l"rz-i f:{'llt'l':ln.]l_'.' ; Conduct ‘.EI]E‘.-t?:Lli; Obtain [:w_(:.]_.
Tax Overcharges Refunded. Agent for Fire, L*
Burglary, and Accidental Insurances. !

Telegrams:
“ LIMMER,” LONDON,
TRLEPHONE HO,, 863,

THE LIMMER ASPHALTE PAYih
COMPANY, LIMITED,
Compressed and Mastlie Asphalt

FOR OARRIAGEWAYS, FOOTwWAYE
FLOORS, ROOFS,
LAWN TENNIE OOURTS, Ao
Prices and every information to be
at the Coxapany's Office

2, Moorgate Btroot, Lo
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THE POPLAR BOARD OF WORKS.

IN accordance with our promise of last) week, we now give the
portrait of Mr. Leonard Potts, the Clerk'to thej§ Board§of Works
for the Poplar district. Mr. 3
Potts, who is about forty-five
years of age, was first appointed
as an Officer of the Board 1in
1874, when he secured the posi-
tion of Assistant Clerk and Ac-
countant, after an examination
of the several candidates, con-
ducted by Mr. Arthur Gunn,
late Comptroller to the London
County Council, who was then
Accountant to the Metropolitan
Board of Works. In 1893 he
was appointed Controller to the
Board, with certain powers re-
lating to the Surveyor’s Depart-
ment, and on the death of Mr.
Farnfield, in June of last year,
he was appoiuted Clerk to the
Board. He has thus been closely
identified with the work of the
Board for twenty - four years,
and has taken part in all the improvements and advances that
have been made in the district during nearly a quarter of a century,

-

MR. LEoNARD Porrts.
Clerk to the Poplar District Board.




THE LONA4

MUNICIPAI

VESTRIES.
BATTERSEA.

On Wednesday it was decided to erect new baths and washhouses at
Battersea Park-road, at a cost of £34,000, and to carry out necessary
improvements to the Central Library at Lavender Hill.

CAMBERWELL.

On Wednesday it was resolved to purchase sites for depots and
wharves in several portions of the parish, at an estimated cost of
£23,000. A motion was unanimously passed to grant £50 and
testimonial to Mr. Slater, assistant engineer, for his services during the
long illness of the late surveyor, Mr. Brown. It was agreed that the
authorities throughout the Kingdom be asked to request the Govern-
ment to introduce a Bill requiring labels on condensed skim milk,
showing its worthlessness as an article of food for iafants.

CHRISTCHURCH, SOUTHWARK.
On Tuesday Mr. Brown resigned his seat and was accorded a vote of
thanks for his past services.

CLERKENWELL.

On Thursday, Mr. Churchwarden Millward, J.P. (the Chairman)
presiding, a bill sent in by Mr. W. Robson and Mr. T. H. Brinton (the
Churchwardens of St. James’s parish) for ‘the payment  of £70, the
official expenses incurred in connection with the late election of Vicar

ardered be paid. The Chairman said that he and the twr
' aael_tbho Bishop of London o




POPLAR AND THE ELECTRIC LIGHT.

Seriousﬁharge against the Company that is seeking a lonopoly.

ArTER dallying with the question for five years, the Poplar District
Board have now decided definitely to proceed with its provisional order) A
special meeting of the Board was held last week to consider the matter.
The Special Cﬂmmtttee recommended the Board to proceed at once to\ act
upon its provisional order, and to supply electricity within the compulsery
area at the earliest pDH‘llbIB moment. They also suggested that the Electric-
Lighting Committee be instructed to take the necessary steps to carry the
resolution into effect, reporting its action from time to time for the approval
of the Board. The County of London and Brush Provincial Electric
Lighting Company has been applying to the Board of Trade to supply the
district. Mr. Bussey, who moved the adoption of the Committee’s recommen-
dation, said the company were desirous of getting everythiog for themselves
and stopping the local anthority from effecting that public improvement,
because they thought the authority had no kvowledge of the matter, that
they desired only to perpetrate an immense expenditure, and in the end
bring the matter to a ruinous condition so far as the ratepayers were
concerned. Camberwell had come to its senses, and had said that, in spite of
having paid for the company’s order, they must take the thing in their own
hands. The company had been continually touting the members of this
Board. He had received several visits from a representative of the
company, who had tried in every possible way to make him fall in with a
course favorable to them. He would go further, and say overtures had
been made of a character which at the present moment he could not go into.
The company wanted to take the very best producing areas in the Tower
Hamlets. They wanted to go from Whitechapel, through St. George’s and
Stepney, to Limehouss and Poplar, and they wanted to raise a charge which
would be prohibitive in a district such as that. They would not care one
iota about the outlying districts. That Board ought to be very much
obliged to Camberwell for the policy it had adopted, and he hoped they
would that evening show that they did not intend the company to
manipulate them, but on the other hand show that the Board would take °
1_’-' ,ﬁmlpal lines. According to Mr. Williams’s report, the Board would pay

ua company at 1d. per umt £1,333 more than they actually would if they
e, it themselves, taking the basis at 6d. At the present time they paid for

Jitt lighting of publm lamps £6,279 per annum, and for private lighting, as
T} report, £3,204. He tonk from that £7, 500 and going on the lines of
! df sulation as adnpted by Mr. Williams, he could show that the consumption
EL uld be 300,000 umts a.t 6d., or a saving of £1,250 per annum as compared
rith the company’s price of 7d. per unit.

inMr. Valentine said the company had stated that the Board could buy the
v 1dﬂrtak1ug any time within 20 years ; but how did they know if they took

@ supply over the mains would be laid suitable for a self containing station ?

! A division was claimed, when there voted for the Committee’s recom-
mndatmn 30, against 7.

v Tt 'was decided to forward a copy of the resolution adopted by the Board
0 the Board of Trade,
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THE BROOK HOSPITAL.—ESTIMA<T

had supplied the bricks for Brook Hospital. Mr.
Brown said that he knew nothing about the matter until
he came up to town that morning, and on purchasing a
newspaper he found to his amazement his own name
attached to a statement that he was mixed up in a gross
scandal. Three days ago he received 3 communication
from Mr. Lobb asking him a'question. He met him by
accident the following day and told him all the circum.
stances of the case, and handed him a copy of counsels’
opinion, taken on this question two years ago, for his
personal perusal. Hehad only just received that back, He
was extremely sorry that the matter had come out in this
way, because he was afraid that it was being simply used
as a political weapon against his friend, Mr. White, (Hear.)
Although this had been done by the party to which he be-
Jonged, it was hateful to him that such 2 question should
have been used for party purposes. A number of state-
ments had been made which were entirely misleading.
Mr. Lobb had told the interviewer that he had admitted
the truth of the accusations, that a large quantity of
bricks were used, and that there could be no competition
because the builder would have no option but to buy the
bricks specified. It was false to say that he supplied the
whole of the bricks.

THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER.
It was true that a few bricks of his manufacture did
exist in the hospital, and, he believed, in almost every
hospital of the Board. He was powerless to prevent it,

-

name was taken out of thd!
builders applied to him he a
him or do anything. He 5u
ways—one directly, and t/e
bought off him, to whom he h
give a merchant’s discount.: ”
these bricks had dealt with h
no business of his to ask wjer
if he asked he would not k2
When he went to the Broai E
wards he saw for the firs§ t1
were being used. It%u::/ en
supplied the whole of il
few bricks used for orné
infinitesimal as compared
used. In the whole mat
board. He had been er:
20 years, and had supy
Liondon. There were ar.
to-day who had used his
not known it personally.
what purpose the byick:
fullest inquiry, and wou ¢
Liocal Government Boars
If he had done wrong «i}
right of action against him,
himself at all costs. Tk« tr
so great that he had tho gh
He went toa Q.C., one ¢
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| LIMEHOUSE VOTES FOR A PUBLIC LIBRARY:

THE result of the poll in Limehouse was very satis-
factory. There were 2,824 in favor of adopting the
Act and 772 against. Of the voting papers sent oub
1,040 were returned unfilled, but as the majority in
favor was 1 ;052 the Act would still have been adopted

if the whole of these had voted ‘¢ No,” and th1s was
not by any means likely. At the meeting of the
District Board it was decided that the number of
commissioners be nine, five from Limehouse, two !

N\ from Ratcliff, one from Wapping, and one from |
Shadwell |

hﬁml N,




"Palisil WIHCLo LIe allalySu LOOR ULC Lrounie To send a
sample of milk to three or four analysts of great
repute. The whole of them were of opinion that
water had been added, but Somerset House ‘¢ found
no evidence of water having been added,” and that
opinion over-ruled all the others, the case being dis-
missed with costs against the public authority. The
Vestry passed the following resolution on the subject :

‘“ That the delay which arises from analysing milk -
and other perishable articles is very prejudicial to
|the proper administration of the Food and Drugs
Ach.” | -_ - |

_PUBLICLY CONDEMNED FOR lﬂSISSING' WORK-
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